Montville Centenarian

Mrs Ruth Laverick
The first white family to live in Baroon Pocket was Robert & Ruth Laverick and their two children,
James and infant Lilly in 1886. Robert & James were forced to work away, leaving Ruth & Lilly on
their property in the dense scrub. The hardships Ruth endured were many and one remembered
incident was during the 1893 flood, the Great Brisbane Flood, when their food ran out, the
vegetable garden was destroyed and they faced starvation. The dog bailed up a wallaby outside
the kitchen door which Ruth chased it around the kitchen, killed it with a poker and cooked it,
thus saving them from starvation.
On August 9 1942, Mrs Ruth Laverick celebrated her 100th birthday. This account, written for her
100th birthday and published in an unknown newspaper, recounts her history.
“The celebration of the 100th birthday is an occasion which is vouchsafed to very few persons in
this world. Mrs Ruth Laverick, of Montville, will be
added to this small list of wonderful personalities if
she lives till Saturday next, August 29, 1942.
It was a very big change for Mrs Laverick, when
she left her home town near Durham in England,
where here husband conducted a butchering
business, and reached Brisbane on 4 August
1875. She had journeyed from England to
Australia in the sailing ship, “Ruttle Bay”, with her
husband and small son, James. Brisbane in those
days was in a very primitive state, the stumps and
stones still being in what are now the main street
of the city. The growth of Brisbane from those
days to today has been a wonderful
transformation and Mrs Laverick, when she visited
the city a few years ago, was amazed at the
growth of the city during her lifetime in this State.
Mrs Laverick remembered at the time of her arrival
the blacks used as a corroboree ground what is
now the Toowong cemetery. Her first residence in
Queensland was at Brookfield where her husband
Mrs Ruth Laverick
spent 6 months farming for Mr Ballard.
Subsequently, Mr Laverick took up work at his
trade, butchering, in Brisbane, where he remained
for some time. He also started a brickyard at Staﬀord which, however, did not prove profitable.
Then he selected a block of land in Baroon Pocket in the Maleny district and set out with Mrs
Laverick and their son for their new sphere. Rain and lack of roads held them up at
Landsborough, where Mr Laverick accepted a position from the Late Mr Dyer in his butchering
business, while Mrs Laverick took on the job of cook for Mr Dyer at his hotel.
At Landsborough they remained for 12 months, when they moved on to their selection and
formed their homestead there in dense scrub with no other settler in the Pocket. This was in the
year 1886. Mr & Master James Laverick sought work with Mr Graves at Maleny, but Mrs Laverick

remained on the selection and continued clearing the scrub and burning oﬀ the growing
vegetables etc for their own use. Here Mrs Laverick had a very narrow escape with her life when
a tree she was burning down suddenly fell, just missing her by the narrowest margin. During their
residence on the selection for 11 years, visits by the blacks were numerous, but no molestation
ever took place. The blacks used to come and beg for food etc, they were always friendly.
Whilst Mrs Laverick was living in Baroon Pocket, for one period of 2 years years she never saw
another white woman. Many were the hardships she encountered with her young daughter (now
Mrs J H Ruddy) to Montville during the absence for weeks on end of her husband who had to
seek work at Maleny and later at Woombye, then knows as Cobbs Camp.
It was when living in Baroon Pocket that Mrs Laverick attended the ceremony of the laying of the
foundation of the Montville State school building. Later Mrs Laverick and her family moved to
Montville where she engaged in cooking for the strawberry pickers employed by the late Mr
Edward Smith. Her husband passed away in the year 1912 and Mrs Laverick then went to live
with her son, James, and his family at Palmwoods. Subsequently they moved to Sandgate where
Mr Laverick Jnr. carried on farming pursuits.
Some five years ago, Mrs Laverick returned to Montville to live with her daughter, Mrs Ruddy,
with whom she still lives. Her son James died a few years ago. There are four grand-daughters,
Miss Madge Ruddy, Mrs Les Clark, Mrs Alan Clark and Miss Ruth Laverick and one great granddaughter.
Mrs Laverick Snr, despite her
wonderful age is possessed of
all her facilities and is also able
to go for short walks around the
orchard unaccompanied. Her
only complaint is that she is not
able to do as much work as
formerly.
Her daughter and granddaughter are arranging for a
happy birthday party at the
home of Mrs Ruddy to celebrate
the occasion. Mrs Laverick One
and her daughters (3) have
arrived for the occasion and a
beautiful birthday cake,
handsomely iced, will be one of
the main features of the party
table”.
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