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RECOLLECTIONS
OF THE EARLY DAYS
IN MALENY

by
CATHERINE E. REES

Edwin George Tucker, pioneer of Maleny, Blackall Range, Queensland, with
daughter Catherine Emily, author of these recollections, and Mary Holcroft (Aunt
Mollie) photographed at Murwillumbah 1907. The sulky is drawn by a champion trotter
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3Welwyn Crescent,
Coorparoo, 4151.
31/1/74.

Dear Mrs. Rees,

It was very kind of you to send me your extremely interesting story of the pioneers of the first
settlement in Maleny, right back in 1890.

| came to Maleny sixteen years later in 1906 to start the Bank there. It was still in the pioneer
stage and events such as you describe were taking place. To reach Maleny, | travelled by train
to Landsborough, walked from the station to the Mellum Club Hotel, hired a saddle horse from
the remarkable Henry Dyer for five shillings, strapped my valise on the front of the saddle (I had
been warned not to bring a portmanteau). On arrival at Maleny, Henry told me to tie the reins
on the saddle, turn the horse around and he would wend his way home.

| got to know Henry Dyer very well later on after he gave up the hotel and built a store and
residence nearer the railway. When the Landsborough Shire was formed | started a weekly
agency of the Bank there. | used to call on Henry after my ride down the range and have a rest
and refreshment listening to Henry’s account of the early Maleny bound people who passed
through his hands. He told me about the two brothers named Howell who selected the area
round the Knob which was named after them. They were very keen, until one brother was
drowned in flood waters while on a visit out Roma way. The surviving brother gave up the
enterprise and left.

At the time of my arrival Maleny township comprised a few buildings surrounded by dense
scrub. Incidents such as you mention were still taking place. The store was open until 9 p.m.
and the scrub-felling axemen would trudge in, carrying a hurricane lamp, to get supplies. They
were still carrying injured men to Landsborough on stretchers made from 2 cornsacks with
saplings pushed through the sides. They were still walking pigs to the railway with the man in
front dropping grains of corn. If Walkers Creek was up, | have seen an exasperated team of
men wrestling with the pigs to get them across.

The butter was still taken by bullock waggon in the early morning to avoid the heat. Jack
Maltman used to yoke the bullocks in a small yard alongside the first Bank office, which was a
portion on the big Co-op. Store building, partitioned off along the western side. On wet
mornings at early dawn in the rain, | would be wakened by his loud threats (to the bullocks) if
they didn’t stand in line while he put the yokes on them. His next problem after loading the
butter was to get the cold wet team to pull the load from the Obi up the steep, slippery pinch
past the Hotel. After that was accomplished they were warmed up and ready to face the next
trial, the long, steep red mud surface of Walkers Hill.

A number of the names in your story had left by 1906.

Unfortunately, | am getting deaf and | got the impression when you asked about a bank
manager named Marshall that you were looking for a present-day bank manager named
Marshall, to contact him. After reading your story, | realised it must have been Alfred Marshall
who lived on and owned a large area fronting the road between Balmoral and Montville. He
had been retired for many years and was an early manager of a bank in Mackay. Mrs. W.R.O.
Hill, the mother of Eric and Alan Webster (whose second husband, W.R.O. Hill was a retired
police magistrate from Mackay), often spoke of Alfred Marshall when he was in charge of a
Mackay bank. He was a bachelor and was often seen riding a fine horse in the street. The
Webster family were partners in a large Mackay company, Marsh Webster Ltd., Storekeepers
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and Traders. Their eldest brother, Harry Webster, was still with the company when Eric and
Alan Webster came to Maleny dairy farms. Charlie Porter was right - | certainly knew Alfred
Marshall. :

After coming from the city, | was very interested to see the men, from as far as Tasmania, who
took the scrub felling contracts, come into town with their tents, axes and gear and leave them
in neat pile on the big store verandah, go off on a holiday and find their belongings intact when
they returned in a month or more.

Your story of early Maleny is a very valuable document. 1 would like to study it a bit more, but
then must return it to you as it may be your only copy.

With kindest regards and best wishes for your health and happiness,
Sincerely,
(Signed) Claude Dinning.
Age 90 years.

First E.S. & A. Bank in Maleny in the days described by Claude Denning.



