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LOCAL SNIPPETS FROM HISTORY:
THE PASSING OF MR. J. LANDER

After an illness of several months’ duration Mr. John Lander passed peacefully away at 9.30 last
Sunday morning, 8" July 1923. Deceased was a very old resident of the Eudlo district, having spent an
active life, and a big part of it (long before the North Coast railway line was continued and built
beyond Caboolture), chiefly in horse and cattle dealing and timber getting. There remains to this day
that particular road over the Blackall Range known as “Landers Shoot” where deceased hauled with
teams, thousands of feet of red cedar and pine logs, cutting his way through what was then a dense
mass of wild Australian bush. In the early 1900s Landers paddocks were known by the very smallest
school boy; they became paddocks of paspalum and clover grasses, but were many years ago dense
scrub, and go to show the hard work and hardships encountered and mastered by the early settlers of
the district, amongst whom deceased was the very first. Right up to a few months ago deceased took
an active part in various race meetings, always being the owner and trainer of several thoroughbred
race horses, and a staunch upholder of honest, clean sport. On many occasions he would ride his own
horses in the different races, and many a time one would hear the remark, especially during the last
few years, “Isn’t he a marvellous old chap?” But it is only too true, the deceased had lived the allotted
span.

The moving finger writes; and having writ,
Moves on; nor all thy piety nor wit
Shall lure it back to cancel half a line.
Nor all thy tears wash out a word of it.

Deceased leaves behind a wife and five grown children to mourn his loss. The funeral was the largest
seen in this district, and moved from deceased’s Eudlo residence at 10 a.m. Tuesday morning for the
Glenview Cemetery for interment.

Sources: Nambour Chronicle, 13 July 1923, p7 and Queensland BDMs.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE LANDER FAMILY

John, also known as Jack, was a son of Edmund Lander and Mary nee Bennett who after their
marriage on the 5" November 1848 in Paignton, Devonshire, migrated to Australia on the ship “Tory”
arriving on the 9" April 1849. They soon settled at Zion’s Hill, German Station now the Brisbane
suburb of Nundah.

According to Mooloolah State School Centenary Book their seven children - Henry, Carolyn, George,
James (Bert), John (Jack), William and Samuel (Alex) were all born and probably educated in Brisbane.
The Queensland Pioneer Index of BDMs attributes the following births to Edmund and Mary Bennett —
Edmund b 1851, twins John Richard and Henry Albert b 1852, Louisa Maria b 1858, Jessie b 1860 and
George Edmund b 1863. There is also an Edward born and died in 1852 but no parents are recorded.
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Bullock teams stand beside the train line while George Lander and his brothers,
Norman and Eddie Lander. load logs at Eudlo Railwav Station (taken bv QldPics in 1930

Edmund by the mid 1850s was engaged in horse dealing and cattle grazing on 500 acres at Kedron
Brook now in the area around of the Kedron Hotel.

About the time of Queensland’s separation from New South Wales in 1859 and the cancellation in
1860 of the Proclamation, prohibiting Europeans into Bunya country, Edmund travelled on horseback
north from Brisbane and marked out a 16,000 acre run called ‘Moolooloo Plain” which stretched from
the South Maroochy to the Mooloolah Rivers. At first his tender was accepted but then declined in
March 1861.

During 1861 he applied for 6 more leases including three to the north thus gaining Canando, Yandina,
and Whidlka Whidlka; leases that Z. and D. Skyring had forfeited in 1858 and later John Delaney
Bergin in 1861 had allowed to lapse. These runs were also forfeited by Lander and passed to Walter
Scott.

He and F. F. A. Rode, the son of the missionary Franz Rode who was a neighbour at Kedron, became
partners in leasing two areas of land suitable for pastoral purposes south of the Mooloolah River;
Maradan adjoining ‘Moolooloo Plains’ and Maradan South, each containing 16,000 acres.

By May 1861 he had tendered for ‘Mooloolah Back Plain’, a run consisting of 41 and a half square
miles (26, 560 acres) which took in the present towns of Nambour, Chevallum, Palmwoods, and Eudlo.

To fulfil the conditions of his tender he had erected temporary huts at Lake Dunethin in the north and
to the south on Eudlo Creek near the present Eudlo township. These runs covered a large area of the
now Sunshine Coast east of the Blackall Range.

Edmund with the Westaway brothers, William and Richard, Tom Laxton and Tom Maddock set out
from Eagle Farm in 1863 with 500 head of cattle on a journey north through dense bush and many
river and creek crossings before finally being halted by the flooded Eudlo flats. This journey had taken
considerable time so a decision was made to return to Moolooloo Plains where they finally settled.
Another reference refers to Edmund Lander, Westaway brothers, William and Richard and Thomas
Maddock in 1863 coming to Bli Bli with 500 head of cattle, reaching there at their second attempt
before the Westaways move to ‘Meridan Plains’.
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Even after the dissolution of the Lander, Rhode partnership in 1864, they continued their leases,
Edmund Lander on Maradan until the area became more closely settled in 1868 and Rhode grazed
cattle on Maradan South surrendering his lease sometime before. The Lander slab built homestead
was on the Mooloolah River eight miles from its mouth and at a point south of where the Gympie
Road would cross the river.

In the next couple of years Edmund’s attention
was on cattle raising to provide meat or
sufficient working bullocks for the timber
getters. He also took advantage of sugar and
coffee regulations which he hoped to grow on a
320 acre block on the south Mooloolah River
adjoining his homestead paddock at Maradan.
Severe drought hit Queensland that year and it
soon became clear, that as coffee required a
high rainfall and a frost free environment . ;
sheltered from cold winds, the economics of Sediaber s d v Y % ' e
production would not favour a high success 2% A7, |
rate. Although timber prices were also low, i LD RTINS I PRt
sales did provide a standby for the cattlemen, Sem SRR P
Lander and Sons - Henry, John and George. The resting place of the pioneer LANDER family;
Good news came in 1867 when gold was Edmund, on of the areas first white settlers,
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ol b e L L dlgg!ngs landed Port Phillip Victoria aboard Tory 9-4-1849,
had to be found to bypass the notorious

died 20-8-1878 Mooloolah;
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Postman’s track through Conondale to the Mary Henry Albert, son,
River; a terrible journey by horse and foot and born 14-5-1853 Nundah,
almost impossible for drays. Another road died 13-3-1885 Mellum Creek;
keeping to the low land north of Caboolture was John, born 5-8-1865? Nundah,

died 8-7-1923 Eudlo;
erected by John's descendants;
Mooloolah cemetery, City of Caloundra

surveyed but the most serious obstacle was a
very boggy 4 mile section between Mellum
Creek and the Mooloolah River. Edmund
advised that this section could be avoided by Lander Fa":'vt"ead?""ez‘l":;ﬂl‘l’:'z"(:‘oge"‘e‘ew‘
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especially during wet weather. In late 1868 a Photos/Mooloola/index,php?image=B
Cobb & Co. coach service was running to
Gympie, an opportunity that he took full advantage of by building a sawn house to use as a coach
depot which was in use when the first coaches passed through. This was situated just to the south of
the Mooloolah River at the crossing by the Gympie Road.

Until his death in 1878, Edmund ran a slaughter yard to provide meat for the coach service as well as
supplying his neighbours and travellers on the road. These services, and supplying meals to coach
passengers and as well as operating a Post Office at the Coach Depot earning £12.00 per year which
provided him with a steady income.

He was regarded as a peerless horseman up until his death at 53 years of age on the 20 August 1878.
His burial took place in Grave 1 of the Mooloolah Cemetery, where his sons and other family members
are also buried. Mary his wife predeceased him in 1876 and is buried in the Toowong Cemetery.

Sources: Mooloolah State School Centenary — 1894 — 1994;
From Spear and Musket 1879 — 1979 Caboolture Centenary;
In the Wake of the Raftsman by E.G. Heap;
Glenview State School Centenary 1878 — 1978.
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From Wikipedia

Landers Shoot is a suburb of the Sunshine Coast, Queensland in Australia. Edmund
Landerl'l leased the area known as the Mooloolah Back Plain from the Queensland
colonial government in 1861.12] He, along with other pioneers, harvested the timber along
the Blackall Range in the Sunshine Coast hinterland.

When the timber was harvested, the bark was stripped, making them slippery from the sap
and a sharp point was made on one end of the tree. The tree was then pushed over the
eastern side of the cliff down "chutes" (to be collected at the bottom, and transported to the
nearest mills).[314]

Landers Shoot (a corruption of Lander's Chute) was the base region where the logs arrived
at the base of the cliff.
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