Kruck Family History

I've found a few references on Trove below to provide evidence of early 20th-century
habitation at Conondale, along with the anecdotes of Malcolm about their family
managing several farms around Maleny, but not a lot to go on.

A distant cousin of mine, Ernie, who originally came from the area around Maleny;, |
believe, before moving to Canberra, has returned to the Sunshine Coast in retirement.

My Great-uncle Malcolm Kruck moved to Maleny as a teenager with his mother Jessie
Kruck nee Gibson, and siblings William, Vera, Chris, Elsie, and Lillian at Easter 1917, the
father Christian Heinrich, and three other siblings having already deceased. and everyone
seems to have gone their separate ways around Queensland sometime circa the 1930s. |
believe William and Chris remained in the region until they passed in 1970 and 1974
respectively.

Courtesy of Find a Grave site, there are some Family graves in the Witta Cemetery for
William and his wife Louisa, nee Hall, and Chris (Christian) and his wife, Rita (Margaret).

Here are Malcolm's written notes from 1984 with some of my own edits:

"This trip to Maleny from the Landsborough Station wasn’t exactly a honeymoon. We left
the station at 10 past 10 on Easter Monday morning in a large six-horse butter waggon
amongst a load of produce and plenty of rain and mud, no main roads then, but deep
mud from one side of the road to the other. After a crawl pace of about three miles, we
stopped at a roadside tea house run by the three daughters on a dairy farm. The father
ran a bullock team for timber hauling. At this tea house we got a big plate of scones, a jug
of cream, a dish of honey and a big pot of tea all for 1/6 [shillings/pence]. | don't know
where their profit came in, but it sure was good.

Well, away we went again up the range for another seven miles, most of it with high dense
scrub on either side and loads of staghorn, ferns, orchids overhanging and many flocks of
scrub pigeons. The waggon driver used to carry a rifle and often managed to shoot a few
on the wing. They were beautiful eating. We landed at Maleny at a quarter to five and
stayed at the boarding house, which belonged to the driver's mother-in-law. They made
us very comfortable. The next morning, to the farm, just about half a mile away and still
raining aplenty. This was the commencement of a new experience, a new way of life, but
we all soon adapted and found everybody was your friend. In retrospection, “no regrets”,
a lot of useful lessons learned.

The first seven miles of main road constructed some years later over and around the
range was the first stretch of experimental main road in Queensland and was all laid by
horse and dray and picks and shovels and napping hammers and the foundation all hand
1aid and surfaced with rotten granite. Bitumen was not known at this stage. But that road
has stood up to many years of heavy work and is still doing so.

The “mail” car of the early days, a T Ford, used to have to get the horse to tow it out of
the first mile from Maleny Post Office and also back in, but I'll never guess how the old
machine ever did the rest of the journey without assistance and | suppose this could well
be the story of many pioneer areas of our State.”



Trove References:

Mention of Kruck’s Road Conondale in 1951 for reduction of fire hazards. - Nambour Chronicle and

North Cast Advertiser. 30 November 1951. Action to reduce Fire Hazards in the Caloundra Areas.

(http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article78730585, online, available)

Mention of Kruck’s Lane, Conondale for Golf Links Proposal.

- Nambour Chronicle and North Cast Advertiser. 18 June 1937. Landsborough Council’s Monthly

Meeting. (http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article77854557, online, available)

Mention of W.C. Kruck, seeking permission to effect a fence across the road to his selection.

- Nambour Chronicle and North Coast Advertiser. 18 November 1932. Landsborough Shire

Council’'s Monthly Meeting (http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article76887189, online available)

Mention of M. Kruck, seeking permission to remove old log timber on the road at Conondale.

- Moreton Mail. 22 March 1935. Landsborough Shire Council’s Monthly meeting. (http://nla.gov.au/

nla.news-article252728540, online, available)

Advertisement of C. Kruck, Maleny via Landsborough 1952.

- Brisbane Telegraph. 25 Nov 1952. Advertising (http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article217245551,
online, available) also 27 November 1952 (http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article217242028, online,
available)

Here are some more insights from my great uncle Malcolm's recollections with my edits
which appear to make connections with some of the known Maleny families:

The farm, which we moved to from Brisbane was almost alongside the school. It was
owned by a Mr. Norman Dixon (Norman James, 1887-1921), son of Mr. T.C. Dixon
(Thomas Coar Dixon, 1845-1909), boot manufacturer of West End, Brisbane. It was a
beautiful property with a choice herd of lllawarra cattle, but when we arrived there at
Easter time, it was at the peak of the wet season, although in those times it was nearly
always a peak. The old expression was that it rained for about nine months and then wet
weather would start, caused more particularly, | would say, by the thousands off acres of
dense, heavy, tall scrub, 100 feet high or more.

However, the cottage that we had to live in was roofed with shingles and had plenty of wet
spots inside as well as outside, so in the winter months, we managed to rent
<image.png>a cottage not far away and got plenty of work around the place and Will got
plenty of stove repairs (only wood stoves in those days) and plumbing, but a rare thing of
note was that from time on for nearly twelve months a drought had set in, hitherto
unknown to this country and getting towards the end of the drought a man in Kedron,
Brisbane, a Mr. Woods (Frank?[i]) who had lost a lot of cows, but had a lot of unbranded
heifers roving the range country, asked us if we would run the farm at Conondale on a half
share basis. He had racehorse interests at Kedron and seldom saw the farm (a nice big
home). So, we went on to the farm and managed to muster up many of these stock (they
were pretty wild) but we built the herd up to seventy—five.

We went on to the farm in August when the drought suddenly broke with storms every day
for a week, sometimes two storms a day, and the grass and clover just jumped ahead and
the cows did well, and so did we. We even bought 154 acres (unimproved) further down
the range for 200 pounds on the strength of it. From this farm Lily continued her schooling
at Maleny, a ride of about seven miles. It was a bit scarey at times if there were storms
around, but she used to join other mates on her way in or coming home. She had a choice
little mare. | think she cherishes those memories. The Conondale School was only a one
teacher school then with about eleven or less scholars.
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After about eighteen months on this farm, which we enjoyed, the Australian butter market
contract with England <image.png>expired and the returns fell to less than half and there
was no assurance of what the future would be so we secured a house to rent up the range
at Witta (ten shillings a week) and got plenty of work around about from the farmers. 6/8
per day was ruling rate in those days.

From there, Lily continued her ride to school, a couple of miles closer. Mr. Woods son-in-
law, a Mr. Bryce (uncertain if this is Harvey Bryce, Charles Bryce or Gavin Bryce?[ii]), had
a property adjoining Woods where he ran working bullocks for timber hauling and
<image.png>he took over the farm after we left until things improved somewhat.

[i] Frank Woods. (http://www.malenyhistoricalmemories.com/uploads/2/3/9/6/23964979/
woods_frank.pdf, online, available)

[ii] Harvey Bryce. (https://www.queenslandfamilytrees.com/getperson.php?
personlD=14930&tree=22, online, available); and Bryce Family (http://
www.malenvhistoricalmemories.com/uploads/2/3/9/6/23964979/bryce harvey family.pdf, online,
available) and (http://www.malenyhistoricalmemories.com/uploads/2/3/9/6/23964979/

bryce history by lois_miiles.pdf, online, available); A Bryce (http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article188587780, online, available); Charles Bryce. (http://www.malenyhistoricalmemories.com/
uploads/2/3/9/6/23964979/simpson_bryce_family history by ian_bryce_.pdf, online, available)

Contributed by Mal Kruck, (Canberra)
Mal added that his part of the family were from Toowoomba, he’s never lived in the Maleny/
Montville region.
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