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E – JAMES CORK 
James, their first son, was born on 12 December 1851 in Ulladulla and baptised on 5 September 

1852. His father’s occupation was given as “shoemaker”. 

 

James received his education from the local Church of England Rector at Milton. He valued the 

need for education, and his signature is one of the six Corks 

who signed a petition in May 1875 for a school to be 

established at Milton (Details in Overview 8 Schools). 

According to family information, “James, unlike his father, did not like manual labour and it has 

been said that he was born and bred a gentleman – he would rather be seen on the social scene than 

in the field working; James liked shooting so much that he and some friends started a hunting club 

with horses and hounds [though no record has been found]. Although James was not too keen on 

farming, he still managed to make a very good profit to provide well for his family.”  

Summarising what follows, James was farming at “Woodlands”, the property his father had 

purchased in 1863 and transferred to James in 1888 (Chapter III A) No doubt he had  assistance in 

running the farm as he was often away for shooting competitions.   He was a “Noted Australian 

Marksman”, to quote from his obituary, travelling widely to compete – interstate, New Zealand, 

England. Also, James had joined the Ulladulla Volunteer Rifles 5th Regiment on 1 January 1869 at 

the age of 18. He was promoted from Sergeant to Ensign in the Ulladulla Corp of Volunteer Rifles 

on 2 February 1875 and to Lieutenant in the 2nd Regiment of NSW Volunteer Infantry on 27 

February 1884; in April 1895 he was “transferred to the retired list with rank of Captain” (Service 

record, National Archives of Australia website). He sold “Woodlands” after his father died in 1903 

and the family moved to Maleny.  

Appendices: I – James Cork, Australian Men of Mark, p.58; II – Colonial and Indian Exhibition, 

London, 1886, p.60: III – 100 years of commerce, p.61; IV – James and John Miller, Australian 

Men of Mark, p.63. 

James’ Marriage and Family 

James married Frances Millard on 19 February 1879 at St Peter and St Paul Church of England, 

Milton. Frances, born on 23 March 1857 in Ulladulla, was the daughter of Henry Millard and 

Margaret Power (Chapter III A, Appendix X).  

                                            James                                                Frances                                                                                                                   
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James and Francis had nine children, all of whom were born in Milton. The details that follow 

contain frequent references to northern NSW and the Maleny district in south-east Queensland. 

Those who made this move are identified in Overview 12 Families Moved North. The move to 

Maleny and subsequent events are described later. Twenty-two Corks were interred in Witta 

Cemetery, near Maleny (Chapter IV Witta Cemetery)  

Jessie Helen was born on 15 November, 1879 and died on 20 July 1929 in Toowoomba, aged 49 

years; Jessie was buried on 22 July in the Drayton Cemetery, Church of England section. 

Henry James was born on 15 February 1881 and baptised on 21 June 1882 at the church of St 

Peter and St Paul, Milton. He moved to the Lismore area around the same time his father sold up 

at Milton. He married Ellen (Nellie) Sheaffe in 1904 

in Lismore. Henry and Nellie had four children, the 

first and last were born in NSW; the two in the 

middle were born in Maleny. They farmed in the 

Mullumbimby area before moving to Ballina. This 

postcard was sent by Stella Cork in Maleny to her 

sister Gertrude in Ballina, sometime after the birth of 

Henry and Nellie’s third child, Hilda Emily. 
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Henry died at Southport in Queensland on 22 October 1959; Ellen died in Lismore on 12 August 

1960 and is buried in the Anglican section of the East Ballina cemetery.  

Amy Christina was born in 28 September 1882 and died on 3 November 1882. Her death is 

recorded on a plaque at the site of the Church of 

England Cemetery on Croobyar Road. (Overview 6 

Maps and Overview 10 Public Health and 

Cemeteries)  

Gertrude Frances was born on 14 August 1885 and married 

William James Miller on 7 February 1906 in Brisbane. Gertrude 

and William had five children. Gertrude died on 22 October 1915 

in Ballina from pulmonary tuberculosis, aged 30 years, and was 

buried the same day in the Presbyterian section of East Ballina 

cemetery. Grace, her youngest child, was only five months old 

and was taken to Maleny by Frances, Gertrude’s mother, where 

she was raised by her grand-mother with the help of Stella, 

Gertrude’s sister. William died on 3 July 1967 in Lismore and 

was buried on 5 July in the Presbyterian section of the East 

Ballina cemetery. William Miller was the son of John Miller 

(Australian Men of Mark, Appendix IV). 

 

 

 

Postcards were a relative cheap method of keeping in touch, as 

they cost less than a letter to post. The postcards became so 

pretty, the young ladies often started collections. Many postcards went back and forth between the 

Cork sisters. This is an example of one between 

Gertrude and her sister Stella. 
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      Back row left to right:  Jessie, Vera Gertrude (sitting in middle) Melvena and Lena 

Front row: Stella and Leslie 

Missing: Henry James and Amy Christina 

 

Lena May (right) was born on 4 December 1887 and married Harry 

Neville Thomason on 15 August 1906 in Brisbane. Lena and Harry 

had nine children. Lena died in August 1966 in Brisbane and Harry 

died on 31 May 1974 in Brisbane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melvena Clair was born on 17 November 1888 and married 

Alfred William Skerman on 23 December 1908 in Maleny. 

They had eight children.  Alfred died on 3 May 1923 in 

Maleny. Melvena cared for her father in his later years. 

During a trip to Milton in 1939/40 with her son, Bertram 

(Stance), and father, James, James mentioned to Stance, and 

recorded in his diary, it was 100 years ago that his father  

arrived in Australia. The diary date was 26 January 1940. 

Melvena died on 12 September 1961 in Maleny and buried 

with her parents (Chapter IV Witta Cemetery). 
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Vera Cameron was born in 1891 and married Ernest Thomas 

Skerman on 13 November 1913 in Brisbane. They had six children. 

Ernest, died, aged 81, on 25 August 1964 in Brisbane; Vera died in 

Brisbane a year later on 26 October, 1965 at the age of 74. They are 

both buried in the Pinnaroo Cemetery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leslie Ashton (right) was born on 26 January 1893. He married 

Henrietta Grace Chandler (Grace) on 20 March 1924 in Maleny. Les and 

Grace had 11 children. Les came to Maleny with his parents in 1904 and 

he took over the running of the dairy farm for his father. Les was also a 

timber cutter and while he was away his wife and large family ran the 

dairy. 

 

 

 

 

 Les, like his father, was also good at rifle shooting, which 

was reported in The Nambour Chronicle Friday 16 March 

1917. 

 

 

Grace died on 18 May 1968 in Maleny and Les on 12 

March 1982 in Maleny; both were buried in Witta 

cemetery (Chapter IV). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stella Mabel, born on 28 December 1895, was not a very 

healthy child and had scarlet fever. She married Stephen Porter 

on 8 January 1919 in Maleny. Stephen was the son of John and 

Mary Porter (Chapter I C Frederick Cork, Postscript). They did 

not have children, although she did help her mother raise the 

daughter of her sister, Gertrude, who died aged 30, leaving five 

small children.  
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Stella took after her father and was also a very good shooter. Examples can be seen in the 

following two newspaper excerpts from The Nambour Chronicle: 

                     Maleny Rifle Club Anniversary 

                           Friday 16 March 1917 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Easter Holidays Friday 20 April 1917 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stella died on 26 December 1931 in Maleny and is buried  

   with her parents in Witta Cemetery (Chapter IV).  

Stephen (QX14968), a Corporal in the 2/30th Battalion, died 

on 16 September 1943 in Burma as a prisoner-of-war; he is 

buried in the Thanbyuzayat War Cemetery. The following information is taken from the 

Australian War Graves website: 

“The village of Thanbyuzayat is 65 kilometres from Moulmein, and the war cemetery lies at the 

foot of the hills which separate the Union of Myanmar from Thailand…  

“The notorious Burma-Siam railway, built by Commonwealth, Dutch and American prisoners of 

war, was a Japanese project driven by the need for improved communications to support the 

large Japanese army in Burma. During its construction, approximately 13,000 prisoners of war 

died and were buried along the railway. An estimated 80,000 to 100,000 civilians also died in the 

course of the project, chiefly forced labour brought from Malaya and the 

Dutch East Indies, or conscripted in Siam (Thailand) and Burma 

(Myanmar). Two labour forces, one based in Siam and the other in Burma 

worked from opposite ends of the line towards the centre. The Japanese 

aimed at completing the railway in 14 months and work began in October 

1942. The line, 424 kilometres long, was completed by December 1943. 

The graves of those who died during the construction and maintenance of 

the Burma-Siam railway (except for the Americans, whose remains were 

repatriated) were transferred from camp burial grounds and isolated sites 

along the railway into three cemeteries at Chungkai and Kanchanaburi in 

Thailand and Thanbyuzayat in Myanmar. Thanbyuzayat became a prisoner 

of war administration headquarters and base camp in September 1942 and 

in January 1943 a base hospital was organised for the sick. The camp was close to a railway 

marshalling yard and workshops, and heavy casualties were sustained among the prisoners 

during Allied bombing raids in March and June 1943. The camp was then evacuated and the 

prisoners, including the sick, were marched to camps further along the line where camp hospitals 

were set up. For some time, however, Thanbyuzayat continued to be used as a reception centre 

for the groups of prisoners arriving at frequent intervals to reinforce the parties working on the 

line up to the Burma-Siam border. Thanbyuzayat War Cemetery was created by the Army 
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Graves Service who transferred to it all graves along the northern section of the railway, between 

Moulmein and Nieke. There are now 3,149 Commonwealth and 621 Dutch burials of the Second 

World War in the cemetery.” Stephen’s photograph forms part of his dedication on the War 

Memorial’s Roll of Honour; his name is on Panel 54 in the Commemorative Area. 

“Woodlands” 

During this period James was farming at “Woodlands” to the south of Milton, land that his father 

had purchased on 1 September 1863 from William Hood Wason. The purchase document (Book 85, 

no. 719, Chapter III A, Appendix VII) identifies 

the 198 acres as part of the 2560-acre Woodstock 

property on the Wooloomolan Estate, shown in the 

Lands Department map, also in Chapter III A. The 

cost was £990, with a deposit of £360 and the 

remainder to be paid on 1 September 1866.  

The home for James Jnr and his family was built in 

the late 1870s entirely from timber on the property 

by Robert Kinneson Welch, who married James’ 

sister, Charlotte, in 1882 (Chapter III H). James is 

listed in the 1878-79 and 1881-82 Shoalhaven 

Electoral Rolls as “Ulladulla Resident”, and in the 

1894-95 and 1903 Moruya Electoral Rolls for 

Milton as “Woodburn-road Farmer” (Overview 11 

Census and Electoral Rolls). He is also listed in 

“Occupiers of Holdings – Milton-Ulladulla area – 

1885” with the entry “James Cork Jnr Woodlands, Milton: 198 acres, 3 horses, 60 cattle, 50 pigs” 

(Nulladolla 1988), though at the time of the 1891 Census (Overview11) his cousin, Frederick 

William and family were there.  On 30 January 1888, James Snr had transferred “Woodlands” to 

James for the nominal sum of 10 shillings (Book 379, no.546).  

James and the Volunteer Infantry 

As already mentioned, James joined the Ulladulla Volunteer Rifles 5th Regiment on 1 January 1869 

at the age of 18. He was promoted from Sergeant to Ensign in the Ulladulla Corp of Volunteer 

Rifles on 2 February 1875 (NSW Government Gazette, 2 February 1875, p357; reported in Pigeon 

House Tidings, December 2009) and to Lieutenant in the 2nd Regiment of NSW Volunteer Infantry 

27 February 1884 (Overview 7 The Corks That Kept Milton Afloat, Appendix, Citizen Soldiers). 

An article in Men of Mark was published in 1890 on Lieutenant James Cork, 2nd Regiment, 

N.S.W., V.I. (Appendix I). His cousin, Charles (Chapter I H), took over as commander in 1895 

when he was promoted to Captain, with   James, in April 1895, being “transferred to the retired list 

with rank of Captain” (Service record, National Archives of Australia website). According to 

British tradition, volunteers could carry on the title of Captain into civilian life, “something that 

many egalitarian-minded Australians resented” (Milton Ulladulla in the Wars, which has several 

relevant references to James – Overview 7 The Corks That Kept Milton 

Afloat). James followed that practice and was always known as 

Captain James Cork – the family had the title inscribed on his 

headstone at the Witta cemetery after his death (Chapter IV). 

His sword is proudly displayed in the home of his grandson, Bertram 

Skerman, at Woombye, Queensland. 

James was enthusiastic about the Volunteers and in November 1901 he 

was elected patron of the volunteer cadet unit formed in Milton. 

                                                     Rifle shooting 

Target shooting is perhaps one of the oldest sports in the country. The 

NSW Rifle Association was constituted as part of the Defence Act, 
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when the nation’s defence relied on civilian volunteers.  Being part of the Volunteer rifles and also 

enjoying hunting as a sport, James had a fine reputation as a marksman. The Volunteers had to 

practise regularly and, where eligible, to enter into rifle shooting competitions between the colonies. 

In July 1880, Ensign James Cork travelled to Brisbane by ship to compete in the Queensland Rifle 

Association Meeting which was spread over a week of competition for a number of different 

trophies; James came third in the Merchants prize over 600 yards with a score of 63, the winner 

scoring 65; in the Intercolonial Match between Queensland and New South Wales on the following 

day, James, scoring 88, helped the 10-men NSW team to victory with a grand total 780. This 

information comes from the report in the Brisbane Courier on Monday 26 July 1880, where it is 

also noted that Captain Thynne shooting for the Queensland team also shot well. This may have 

been James first contact with A J Thynne, who later convinced James to look at land at Maleny. 

In December 1880 Ensign Cork competed in the 20th Annual Prize Meeting at Moore Park in 

Sydney. He won second prize for 75 points in the 

Aggregate of three scores and received £10 in prize 

money. The next day in the Horden Match, James came 

second, but because the winner had already won a prize, 

James went to first place receiving £10 and a silver 

medal. James represented NSW in Victoria in 1882. 

Also in 1882, James was a member of the Australian 

team that won the International Match held at the 

Paddington Range. 

James “had a fine reputation as a marksman” (Milton-Ulladulla in the Wars, p.24) and was a 

member of the Australian shooting team that left Melbourne on  14 May 1886 aboard the Orient 

steamer Chimboraso for the International Shooting Match in England. Reporting news from Milton 

dated Monday 10 May 1886, The Sydney Morning Herald for 11 May (p.8) includes the item:   “A 

complimentary banquet is to be given to Lieutenant James Cork, of the Ulladulla Volunteer Rifles, 

to-night. He leaves by the coach to-morrow to join the Intercolonial Rifle Team now proceeding to 

England to take part in the matches at Wimbledon. A good deal of enthusiasm is shown.” (Historic 

Australian Newspapers website) (James’ ability is recorded in an item in The Sydney Morning 

Herald, 5 May 1886, p.5; there was some controversy over the selection of the team members, 

which is discussed in a long letter in The Sydney Morning Herald 6 May 1886, p.6 – Historic 

Australian Newspapers website.) 

Details of the team’s activities were obtained from The Times. There were numerous team and 

individual competition spread over two weeks. The issue of The Times for Monday 12 July records 

that “The 27th meeting of the National Rifle Association at Wimbledon [was] inaugurated at 9 

o’clock this morning…The Australian Team, not the first which has come to Wimbledon, but the 

first of sufficient numbers to compete for the Kolapore Cup has 15 members” (The Brisbane 

Courier for 6 September 1886 also stated it was the first time Australia had competed). The Times 

for 22 July contains a report on the Kolapore Cup, which was presented in 1871 by the Rajah of 

Kolapore. Those competing were teams representing the “Mother Country”, the Channel Islands 

(Jersey and Guernsey), Australia and Canada (“the colonials”) and India. Each team consisted of 

eight riflemen, and Lieutenant Cork was a member of the Australian team, which came fourth. He 

was also one of those who received a £5 prize in the competition for the Corporation of the City of 

London Cup (24 July).  

It was in London that James had his first contact with Maleny. At the Colonial and Indian 

Exhibition, he saw on display a giant red cedar log that had come from a property at Maleny and 

had won a prize. In The  London News  dated August 28 1886  an article dealt in considerable detail 

about the splendours of the Queensland exhibits at the Colonial and Indian Exhibition which was 

held in South Kensington, London. A report on the Exhibition is reproduced in Appendix II, 
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together with two excerpts from The Brisbane Courier 30 September 1886 describing the cedar logs 

on display. 

On 17 September 1895, the NSW team arrived in Brisbane, James being one of the members to 

compete in the Queensland Rifle Association Meeting. He 

won the Members Match (£15 prize money), was placed 

third in the Vice-President’s Match (£6), fifth place in the 

Champions Prize (£7), first in the Association Aggregate 

for NSW (£10) and received £1 for his place in the Ladies 

Bracelet shoot, a total of £39 for the competition. (To put 

such prizes in perspective, the minimum male weekly wage 

was set at £2/2/10 or $4.28 in 1888 – Australia through 

Time).Then in 1896, James travelled to New Zealand to 

represent Australia, coming third. As well as money, it is 

known that James also won prizes. On one occasion, he 

won a twelve setting cutlery set and another, a beautiful 

painting. The painting was re-framed and it is also in the 

home of James’ grandson, Bertram Skerman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: The 25th Annual Meeting of the NSW Rifle Association 1895 (Australian Town and 

Country Journal 2 November 1895) 

Right: This photograph of a target appeared in an unknown newspaper from one of James shooting 

competitions. It is not known which completion it was for. Caption reads “Captain Cork’s target, 

winner of the Sydney”.  

The Move to Maleny 
James had met, and became friendly with the Hon. A. J. Thynne, a minister in the Queensland 

government, during some of his competition shooting trips, and was persuaded by him to have a 

look at Maleny. Maleny, high in the Blackall Range, about 30 kilometres south-west of Caloundra 

is dairy country, interspersed with rainforests. (More information follows) Thynne himself had 

already purchased land at Baroon Pocket, just north of Maleny in 1902. On his first venture James 

travelled by rail to Landsborough and did not like what he saw, so returned to Brisbane to confront 

his friend about the land. James was told he did not go far enough, so he returned to Landsborough, 

hired a horse and rode to Maleny. This time he liked what he saw, and immediately purchased 

Tucker’s farm at Wootha, on the headwaters of the Obi Obi Creek. The purchase was on a “walk in 

walk out” basis.  Combined with the fact NSW had been in drought for a number of years, the 

decision was probably an easy one.  

He would not leave Milton until his father had passed away, and it has been told by family members 

that on his way home from the funeral in 1903 he put his farm on the market. This is confirmed 

from the records for his father died on 6 September 1903 and Alfred Thomas Hapgood purchased 

the property for £3000 on 10 December 1903 (Book 750, no.669); the sale certainly would have 

helped James to establish himself in Maleny. (Note that there is another property called 

“Woodlands” on Little Forest Road; an enquiry to Joanne Ewin produced the information that 

James’ former farm “is now referred to as ‘Woodlawn’…I wonder if it was changed at some stage 
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to avoid that very confusion with the one at Little Forest.”) 

When James left Milton, he was presented with an inscribed gold watch at a public farewell. 

 

“Presented to Capt James Cork, J P by the 

residents of Milton on his departure from the 

district, January 1904”. 

                                              

Rodney Skerman, his great-grand-son, has the 

watch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James packed up his belongings including household furniture, farm 

equipment, cattle, horses and bullock wagons loaded them onto a 

steam vessel and set off for Northern NSW, though it is not sure if 

they landed at Ballina or Byron Bay. The wagons and livestock 

were then herded to Maleny. James’ daughter, Melvena, was in 

charge of driving one of the wagons, with her young sister, Stella.  

James became active in local matters, and was one of the early 

directors of the Maleny Co-operative Dairy Association. Photograph 

of James taken from the photograph of the Board of Directors 

Maleny Co-operative Dairy Association 1906.  

 

The Maleny Museum website records that “As the land was cleared [of red cedar in the 1890s], 

agriculture took over and cows thrived on the lush pasture.   At first the farmers made butter at 

home and it was carted down to the railway line, which reached Mellum Creek [later 

Landsborough] at the end of 1889… In 1903 farmers gathered at Joseph McCarthy’s farm and 

formed an association to build a butter factory in the main street of the township that was taking 

shape on the banks of the Obi Obi.   It was not until December 18, 1904 that the Maleny Co-

operative Dairy Company was registered and the first can of cream was delivered by AJ Bryce.    

The factory was officially opened on January, 1903.” (Excerpt from Appendix III) 
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Photograph from Maleny 1878-1978 – One Hundred Years by Obi Obi Waters 

“This fine photograph illustrates the beginning of the dairying era in Maleny. A typical dairy farm 

at Wootha, originally selected by Edwin George Tucker*, purchased by James Cork. The owner in 

1978 is Mr Les Denning**. Soapy Hill is in the background.”  

*His purchase of 159 acres was made on 6 June 1887.  

**Les Denning had married Daphne Faye Cork, daughter of James’ son, Leslie Ashton Cork. 

 

Photograph of the farm taken in 2009 (Additional photographs in Chapter IV Witta Cemetery) 
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Map of the Maleny district 

 

“THE CORKS THAT KEPT MILTON AFLOAT”  

8.  SCHOOLS 

 

 

William’s Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      James Cork’s original land purchase. Denning Road was 

      previously named Cork Road.                                                                                                                                   

           

      James also purchased land on the other side of Obi Obi      

      Creek towards Corks Pocket Road 

     

     Arthur Henry Cork’s property 

     Witta Cemetery 

 The map is also in Overview12 Families Moved North.  

“No one knows exactly where the town's name came from but it is likely that it is a misspelt version 

of a tiny Scottish hamlet named Malleny.” (Appendix II). Alternatively, “the name is believed to 

commemorate Maleny Bank, a small hamlet in the county of Midlothian, now a commuter village 

of Edinburgh” (Appendix III). 
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A CD that indexes Landsborough 

Shire Records for the period 1912 – 

1941 has recently been released by 

the Landsborough & District 

Historical Society Inc. For Maleny, 

Corks are listed on eight pages of 

the Rates Cash Book, and are 

mentioned nine times in both the 

Special Loans Rate Register and the 

General Cash Books. For details it 

is necessary to go to the original 

records in Brisbane. (Contact Lyn 

for more information.) 
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Portrait of Frances 

 

 

 

 

 

Frances died on 21 July 1924 in Maleny and James on 28 

October 1944 in Maleny. They were buried in Witta Cemetery, 

where there are also the memorials for five of their family 

members (Chapter IV). His obituary was in The Nambour 

Chronicle on 3 November 1944.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In loving memory of 

        Left: "Frances beloved wife of James Cork, 

          died 21st July1924, aged 67 years" 

       Right: "Our dear father Captain James Cork, 

           died 29th Oct.1944, aged 93 years." 

 

 

 

 

Additional photographs follow the Appendices  

Details of their descendants are in Chapter VII. 
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APPENDICES 

APPENDIX I 

LIEUTENANT JAMES CORK 

2nd Regiment, N.S.W., V.I. 

Australian Men of Mark Vol. 2 (version 2) 1890, pp.281-283 with portrait of James Snr on p.280;  

this is the mirror image of that shown in the studio photograph 

(Introduction, p.iv and Chapter III A). 

“Among the national institutions which have been established in 

New South Wales which show our advance along the road to 

nationality that of our volunteers and regular soldiers is one of the 

most popular. In 1854 the first volunteer force was enrolled in 

Sydney and consisted of one battery of artillery, one troop of 

cavalry, and six companies of infantry, numbering in all 400 men. 

Since then the force has grown in numbers and efficiency, until at 

present there exists in New South Wales a wel1-disciplined and 

effective little army of citizen soldiers numbering 5227 men. It 

consists of artillery, cavalry, infantry, mounted infantry, submarine 

miners, engineers, and naval men, each perfect in its own particular 

branch, and combining to form a well-balanced force, which is a credit to the colony, and is a good 

nucleus for a defence army, if, unfortunately, such a time may come to call for the people to defend 

their homes. Nor have our soldiers been without active service abroad. In 1885 the ever-memorable 

contingent was sent to aid the English troops in the Soudan, and returned much benefited by the 

practical work in which they were engaged. The native-born take kindly to soldiering, and many of 

them have shown themselves specially fitted for the profession of arms. Among them is the subject 

of this sketch.  

“James Cork was born in Ulladulla in the year 1851, and was reared and educated in his native 

place, so that he is a true son of the soil, and a typical Australian in every sense of the word. It is 

such men, when they make their way into good and prominent positions, that best deserve the name 

of Australian Men of Mark. His father is a very old settler, having been one of the first to come to 

Ulladulla, where he took up a farm, upon which he has since resided. Here he has been attentive to 

all country pursuits, and he has brought up his family to take an interest in, and to love the soil upon 

which they have been reared. Mr. Cork, senior, is a brother of the late Robert Cork, of "Belleview", 

Milton, who had also been a settler in the district for very many years. The subject of this sketch, 

Mr James Cork, like his father before him, has been a farmer since he first able to enter upon the 

duties of life, and he has shown by the success which has attended him that he has chosen a line of 

life which is most suitable to him. The district of Milton, in which his place "Woodlands" is 

situated, is one of the most fertile spots in the fertile Ulladulla district. Its rich pastures feed herds of 

high-bred cattle, which furnish the riches of their owners, as the farmers all about devote 

themselves chiefly to dairy-farming. Together with this there is also much farm produce raised in 

the district which is sent direct to the metropolitan market, and which, is a sure source of wealth to 

the fortunate people who possess the land of Ulladulla. The South Coast district is proverbial for the 

richness and the fertility of its soil. From the first Mr. Cork has been most enthusiastic on the 

subject of the volunteer movement, and has been most active and constant in his support of the local 

company of infantry. This company is one of the 2nd Regiment having its head-quarters in Sydney; 

and whenever it has appeared on metropolitan parades, it has always distinguished itself for its 

smartness and efficiency. Mr. Cork is its Lieutenant and he has also made his name well-known as a 

rifle-shot of great merit. For several years he was considered the champion of the colony, and has 

taken many prizes at rifle competitions. At the Centennial Rifle-shooting Meeting he was among 

the distinguished prize-winners, and well upheld the reputation of the district and his own. The 

training of our citizens to the use of arms has been much discussed in all quarters, and strong 

arguments have been used both for and against this cultivation of the military spirit in Australia. 
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“There is little doubt but that it will be centuries before we in this Southern land become an 

aggressive power, and desirous of seeking to conquer other nations, and add new territories to our 

already large possessions. But it cannot be denied that there are other nations who have an over-

flowing population, and who may wish to place that redundancy upon the fertile and pleasant soil of 

Australia. This is a contingency that must be calculated upon, and it is a matter in which Australians 

must have a voice. We here do not object to the entrance into our great continent of good and hard- 

working immigrants of the proper type. But if a nation were to force upon us her people that she did 

not want at home, and tried to enter upon our territory by force of arms, then it would become our 

duty to protect our homes and to defend our shores from the invader. In order to be able to do so we 

should be preparing ourselves as best we can, and with this in view it is but commendable that a 

military spirit should be instilled into our citizens, and that they should be taught the use of arms. 

Our volunteer forces have, as far as it has been possible, shown themselves to be well fitted for 

defensive purposes. Much of their success depends upon their officers, and in the case of the 

Ulladulla company it may be said that its efficiency and excellent condition but reflects the 

character of its officers. Lieutenant James Cork has done much to promote this efficiency, and has 

been indefatigable in the maintenance of the volunteering spirit which exists in his district. The 

country corps of our citizen soldiers, for physique and military appearance, compare most 

favourably with any troops in the world. Lieutenant James Cork married in 1879, and has since 

remained settled on his farm.” 
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APPENDIX II 

Colonial and Indian Exhibition, London 1886 

(Hinterland Grapevine website) 

Excerpts from The Brisbane Courier 30 September 1886 describing the cedar logs on display. 

“Timber-getters moved into the area. By the early 

1870s there was a blacksmith, a number of 
teamsters and a timber mill. A settlement was 

beginning to form. The first selection of land at the 

present site of Maleny was made by Isaac Burgess 

on 13 November 1878. Slowly the land was 
cleared and dairy and beef cattle were brought into 

the area to feed on the rich grasses which were 

produced by a generous annual rainfall (2056 mm) 

which soaked the rich red volcanic soils of the 
range. No one knows exactly where the town's 

name came from but it is likely that it is a misspelt 

version of a tiny Scottish hamlet named Malleny.  

“A piece of information of interest about Isaac 
Burgess, one of the founding settlers of Maleny 

can be found in The London News dated August 

281886 and it dealt in considerable detail about the 

splendors of the Queensland exhibits at the 
Colonial and Indian Exhibition which was held in 

South Kensington, London in May of that year. It 

spoke about Isaac Burgess:-  

‘Isaac Burgess of Maleny supplied two logs of 
cedar: one, 12 feet 10 inches in length by 20 feet 

5 inches in girth; the other, .12 feet 7 inches in 

length, by 18 feet 8 inches in girth. These logs 
stood erect, one on either side of the Court. They 

attracted a considerable amount of attention from 

visitors, on account of their great size; they were 

in a round state, having only the bark off, except 
that a small part on one face had been dressed or 

flattened, and polished  to show how, in the 

hands of the cabinet maker the wood could be 

worked up for furniture purposes. Examining 
these carefully showed that the magnificent trees 

or tree, from which these logs were cut, had 

stood until past the prime of life, and had some 

time since thrown off the bark, a little decay of 
the alburnum or sap-wood being observable near 

the base. Except for this, their top ends and 

exterior, which was nearly cylindrical, had a 

healthy appearance, and looked in good condition; hence they would yield a large quantity of 
serviceable timber for the cabinet maker and manufacturer of fancy articles.’ 

"Isaac Burgess was the first settler of both the Mellum Creek (Landsborough) and Maleny areas. 

One can only marvel at how these great logs were transported from the mountain slopes to the port 
of Brisbane, lifted aboard ship, and transported across the ocean to be put on show at the exhibition.  

"The medal won by Isaac as a result of this exhibition is on show at the Landsborough Historic 

Museum thanks to his family. The timber was last sighted at a London Museum in the 1930's."  
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APPENDIX III 

100 YEARS OF COMMERCE 

(Maleny Museum website with minor editing) 

“The pink tips of the red cedar beckoned the pioneers of the late 19th century into the Blackall 

Range. For decades the riches of the hinterland had been out of bounds following the prohibition by 

the NSW Governor Sir George Gipps in 1842 on the occupation of land north of Moreton Bay ‘in 

which Bunya or Banya Bunya Tree is found’, with no licences to cut timber in these districts to be 

issued. Ludwig Leichhardt had explored Conondale and attended an aborigine bunya feast at 

Baroon Pocket in 1884, marvelling at the giant bunya trees, with a girth of up to 5 metres. There 

were some large stations but it was not until Queensland became a separate state in 1859 that land 

north of Brisbane opened up.  

“The parish of Maleny was cited in the Lands Act of 1868. Immigrant Scots were taking up land in 

the district and the name is believed to commemorate Maleny Bank, a small hamlet in the county of 

Midlothian, now a commuter village of Edinburgh. The Blackall Range was named after Sir Samuel 

Blackall, governor of Queensland 1868-71, the name recorded in 1874 by CS Bradbury when 

surveying a timber reserve near the Brisbane Gympie road.  

“The Gympie gold rush of 1867 spurred the opening up of the area, with hopeful miners flooding 

north, passing through Durunder, in the Caboolture district, and Conondale and east of the range. 

Isaac Hudson Burgess, the first selector in the Parish of Maleny, would today be called an 

entrepreneur. He carried goods by horse team to the goldfields, then selected land at Mellum Creek 

(now Landsborough) and built a bark-roofed slab hut that became a Cobb & Co stopover point. In 

1877 he selected 572 acres on the Brisbane side of Mellum Creek and erected a hotel, store and 

butcher's shop. Then, on November 12 1878 he selected portion 98, the first application received by 

the Lands Department for the Maleny district. He took up the land for timber, following on the 

heels of sawyer Jim Page, who had explored the area, what became known as McCarthy's Chute, for 

Joseph McCarthy. McCarthy himself took up 640 acres along what is now Mountain view Road in 

1879 and the rush was on.  

“Mrs Elizabeth Dixon owned the 1885 acres originally selected in 1880 by Lawrence Graves and 

her husband Thomas bought the adjoining block, 1282, from John Pitt for 900 pounds. These 

significant holdings were to form the basis of the township of Maleny. Francis Dunlop's mother, 

Jane Dunlop, a widow, had come to the range in August 1875 with her four children to settle on 

land at Bald Hill, now Bald Knob, selected by Brisbane saw miller, W. Pettigrew. They walked up 

from Mellum Creek – now Landsborough – making their way up a rough timber getters' track and 

their first home was two bark huts. Francis later joined another first selector, Joe Eyles, and Thomas 

Maddock in cutting the first road up from Landsborough. The road was not sealed until the 1920s. 

Francis built the first home in Maleny Township in Bunya Street in 1894, with a butcher shop added 

in 1898.  

“Joseph McCarthy settled in at his selection, operating a small store and post office. In 1886 he was 

instrumental in setting up the first school on the range in a slab hut built on his property at Wootha. 

William Livingstone selected 160 acres in North Maleny in 1887 and set up a school for his own 

and his neighbour's children. In 1897 the government set up a provisional school, a few hundred 

yards from Livingstone's slab hut.  

"Teutoberg, changed to Witta during World War 1, opened up quickly to German settlers and the 

school was established there in 1892”. 

 

The Hard Life 
“As the early settlers put up their rough shacks, sometimes just a frame with walls of pahn and 

tarpaulin to keep out the weather, the loggers cleared the land, many sending their timber to James 

Campbell’s timber mill on Coochin Creek.   Many of the logs found their way down the mountain 

via McCarthy’s Chute, near where is now McCarthy’s Lookout.   In 1890 the Lahey brothers came 
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from the Pimpana district to the Blackall Range and after lining up a timber supply through John 

Graves bought land in Maleny and set up a sawmill.   Francis Dunlop, George Trail, J Collins and 

William Livingstone set up the Obi Obi Sawmill Co at the end of 1894, where the Maleny SEA 

Substation is. 

“As the land was cleared, agriculture took over and cows thrived on the lush pasture.   At first the 

farmers made butter at home and it was carted down to the railway line, which reached Mellum 

Creek at the end of 1889, prompting the name change when the station was named after Queensland 

explorer William Landsborough. Tesch’s blacksmithing business was operating in what is now 

Tesch Park by 1904.   Soon AJK Cooke’s house was built. 

“In 1903 farmers gathered at Joseph McCarthy’s farm and formed an association to build a butter 

factory in the main street of the township that was taking shape on the banks of the Obi Obi.   It was 

not until December 18, 1904 that the Maleny Co-operative Dairy Company was registered and the 

first can of cream was delivered by AJ Bryce.    The factory was officially opened on [no date] 

January, 1903.   Isaac Burgess was confident enough that the town was well known to write to his 

solicitors with the return address ‘Maleny PO via Landsborough’. 

“The dairy company built a general store and the first bank, the EA & A, opened its doors.   John 

Tytherleigh set up shop in 1894, Landsborough with his brother Alf taking orders in the Maleny 

district, riding a horse from farm to farm, his samples wrapped in oilskin. Business was good 

enough to warrant opening a store in Maleny in 1906.   The next year saw a flurry of activity – 

Francis Dunlop gave land for the Union Church and sold land to Joe Pollock for Maleny’s first 

hotel, the site where the much expanded hotel still stands.   The same year Pollock built the Maleny 

Emporium where Boxells’ building stands.” 

 

 

APPENDIX IV 

                                      James Thomas Miller, Esquire. John Miller, Esquire. 

Australian Men of Mark Vol. 2 (version 2) 1890, pp.305-306 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“James Thomas Miller was born in Sydney in 1850, and so is one of the active present 

generation of young Australians. From these much is expected, as they are the living working 

members of the race, upon whom is dependent the future of the great people which will occupy 

the continent of Australia. The grandeur of the work which lies for them to do is beyond our 

true comprehension. It is the formation of a nation, the laying of the foundation upon which the 

superstructure of a mighty power is to be raised. No nobler work has ever been reserved for 

any people. And in the case of Australia there cannot be expected anything but the highest 

success, as the makers of the new nation have before them the experience and the examples of 
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the past, and the knowledge to be derived from present institutions. Mr. Miller received his 

education in his native town, and for some of the years of his boyhood he remained in Sydney. 

However, his parents did not consider that they had the best prospects in life in Sydney, but 

being attracted to the country, they determined to move into some country district where they 

might be able to become settled on the soil as agriculturists. The South Coast· districts are the 

most fertile and the best adapted for agricultural settlement in New South Wales, among which 

that of Jamberoo takes a high place. To Jamberoo did Mr. Miller's parents go, and since then 

they have there remained, and their children have settled and prospered. In this place also Mr. 

Miller attended school, and after finishing his education he engaged in farming work with his 

father. He thus became acquainted with the best modes of tillage, and became familiar with all 

the local peculiarities of soil and produce. The district of Jamberoo is, as before started, one of 

the most fertile along the South Coast, so that it is not surprising to find that those who have 

settled therein have become attached to the place. The people who inhabit there are well-to-do 

and sturdy, and form a distinct class in the Australian people. They understand fully the 

qualities of the soil, and have so used it that from that district comes to the metropolis a large 

amount of the farm and dairy produce which is there consumed, and which commands the 

highest market price. Thus the workers of the South Coast are able to make themselves 

comfortable, and the ease and independence which they enjoy enable them to develop into a 

robust and healthy race. After some time spent on his father's farm, Mr Miller engaged in 

farming with his brother, John Miller, which partnership has since subsisted, and which has 

proved most advantageous to both the parties interested. The system of joint ownership and 

mutual assistance has never been better illustrated than in the case of the brothers Miller, for 

not alone has each of them prospered better than if he had been working alone, but their mutual 

interdependence has been an example not without fruit in the district. The history of John 

Miller is similar to that of his brother, and shows the career of a man who has worked hard and 

has been rewarded with no small success. Although his work has been quiet, and he has not 

been prominently before men, yet he has done, none the less, good work in the district in which 

he resides. Success has attended the operations of the brothers Miller, and they have so waxed 

rich that they are at present in very comfortable circumstances. Like many of those who have 

had to make their own way in the world, Mr. James T. Miller is a freetrader, and holds that all 

markets should be free to the buyers and sellers of New South Wales. He has made his way in 

life by his own unaided exertions, and so, not having been helped in his endeavours, he does 

not think that protection should be imposed upon the people. Such men as the Miller Brothers 

form an important and valuable element in the formation of the Australian people.”  
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS 

Working bee at Goonengerry – their son, Henry James Cork, back row, right side 

 

 

 

Ellen Cork, née Sheaffe, 

 wife of Henry James Cork 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Percy Hale Cork, son of 

Henry James Cork                
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Back row, left to right- Harold Skerman, Cecil Skerman, Laurence Skerman, 

Doris McHugh (née Skerman), Clarence Skerman, Alfred Skerman, Muriel Skerman 

Front: Melvena Skerman (née Cork), Rowena McHugh, Alvin McHugh 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back row, left to right: Cecil Skerman, Harold Skerman, Bertram (Stance) Skerman 

Front: Clarence Skerman, Laurence Skerman 
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