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From the President: Peter Fitzgibbon 

Whilst constructing a front yard retaining wall, I got chatting to 

builders who were constructing a retaining wall on the block 

opposite my place. Their wall was a bit more involved than mine, 

but the daily conversation and banter helped alleviate the tedium 

of construction.  Although mindless chatting to construction workers 

may seem an innocuous pastime, it does highlight why Men’s Sheds 

have became a 

popular venue with 

retirees.  Regardless 

of my past  

employment, I have always mixed with 

other trades on maintenance or 

construction sites to accomplish a desired 

outcome. Generally, work sites were male 

dominated areas and when not discussing 

work-related topics our conversations 

were pointless, full of ‘jibes’ at other trades 

and never politically correct, but we did 

have a good time. Men’s Sheds fill a void 

left behind when we retire, providing a 

work environment that ensures we and/or 

our wives don’t go stir crazy in retirement. 

Unfortunately the holy grail of shedders is 

to have an autonomous workshop/venue and to date this trophy has eluded us, but with 

fingers crossed we hope to be on the way to achieving our dream by the end of the year. 

 
I should also mention the community breakfast held at The Neighbourhood Centre on the 

25 December. Free cooked break for all, and you may also volunteer to do work on the 

day to help.  (Also please see photos and captions at top of Page 2) 

 

From the Gardeners: Clive Powell 

THE RIGHT TIME TO WEED AND FEED 

You need the soil to be moist and the grass and weeds to be growing well in warm 

temperatures – conditions most likely in middle to late spring. In a hot, dry summer spell, 

growth is slow or non existent, and weedkillers will hardly be absorbed.  

The result: an excessive concentration of chemical on or under the surface of the grass, 

will lead the grass to have a scorched look. 

Always spread the dressing in spring or, if you must do it in summer, do it in a spell of rainy 

weather. 
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From the Smithy: Ken Scott 

Iron is a naturally occurring metallic 

element. It is almost never found in its 

native form (pure iron) in nature. It is 

usually found as an oxide or sulfide, with 

many other impurity elements mixed in. 

 

Wrought iron is the purest form of iron 

generally encountered or produced in 

quantity. It may contain as little as 0.04% 

carbon (by weight). From its traditional 

method of manufacture, wrought iron has 

a fibrous internal texture. Quality wrought-

iron blacksmithing takes the direction of 

these fibers into account during forging, 

since the strength of the material is stronger in line with the grain, than across the grain. 

Most of the remaining impurities from the initial smelting become concentrated in silicate 

slag trapped between the iron fibers. This slag produces a lucky side effect during forge-

welding. When the silicate melts, it makes wrought-iron self-fluxing. The slag becomes a 

liquid glass that covers the exposed surfaces of the wrought-iron, preventing oxidation 

which would otherwise interfere with the successful welding process. 

 

Steel is a mixture of iron and between 0.3% to 1.7% carbon by weight. The presence of 

carbon allows steel to assume one of several different crystalline configurations. 

Macroscopically, this is seen as the ability to "turn the hardness of a piece of steel on and 

off" through various processes of heat-treatment. If the concentration of carbon is held 

constant, this is a reversible process. Steel with a higher carbon percentage may be 

brought to a higher state of maximum hardness.  

Visit by Fiona from Blackall Range Care. Information 
session pertaining to Government subsidies was well 

attended by both members and wives and I hope it 
helped to unravel the complexities of dealing with 
government entities. If you need more information 

Range Care can be contacted on 5445 7044. 
 

The morning activities were ‘topped off’ by an 

excellent BBQ organized by Glenn, ably 

assisted by his wife Heather and Ken. Not sure 

whether Ken’s assistance was a help or 

hindrance. 
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From the Woodworkers: Warne Wilson 

Ashley Williams is progressing with the 

restoration of his antique silky oak dining table. 

He stuck a snag when one of the boards he had 

glued into the table top decided to warp. 

Ashley’s solution; ‘No worries’. He cut the 

offending board out again and replaced it with 

another.  

 

Wally Stowe has been in hospital; we hope you 

are recovering well, Wally.  

 

Leon Russonieiello has gone off on a couple of weeks break. He has been working on this 

year’s entry for the Uniting Church Christmas Tree Festival. Our imagination has been at 

work for this year’s tree. The guys who do the milling at the Montville Woodies kindly cut a 

flitch off a silky oak log including the bark for us, Malcolm has provided cypress branches, 

and we will decorate an exhibit to look like a real tree (We hope!). Thirty plus Maleny 

organisations enter trees each year, they are great promotions for the individual 

organisations and the Men’s Shed will not miss out! Visits to the exhibition by Men’s Shed 

members were conspicuous by their absence last year and I would encourage you to 

make an effort this year, day or night during the week before Christmas. The Uniting Church 

adjoins Erowal on the West side, fronting the road. The exhibition is in the church and the 

adjoining church hall. 

 
From the Engineers: Lawrie Abrahamson 

Our work time at Mens Shed seems to shrink 

when we have an AGM one week and a well 

received talk from Maleny Health Care on 

other week. Having said that, we are all aware 

these types of activities are a part of our 

Charter. 

 

This month some of our group had guidance for 

the process of removing the lathe three jaw self 

centring lathe chuck, mounting a four jaw 

independent chuck and then they practised 

the time saving techniques of truing a round 

bar. 

 

Kevin is our main source of great little jobs that older motorcycles invariably have 

designed into them. Our next fun task will involve the fellows learning to use the dividing 

head. This accessory to   a machine will allow us to accurately set-up and drill a circle of 

holes equally spaced and right on the circular centre line. 

 

This set-up requires the use of simple fractions to calculate for different jobs. I trust this will 

not present a problem. All being well, there maybe photos of our work for next month’s 

newsletter. 

 



 

From the Computer Classes: Dennis Hensby 

 

KEYBOARD SHORTCUTS 

 
Before the first IBM PC arrived in late 1981, businesses used a range of computer services for letter writing 

and record keeping. Those systems weren’t very user-friendly, so keyboard “shortcuts” were invented to 

make computers quicker and easier to use.  When the first personal computers and their software were 

introduced, those well-established keyboard shortcuts were included and we still have them today, even 

though we are now used to keeping one hand on the mouse and clicking all over the place. 

 

When I am typing I use these keyboard shortcuts constantly, because I have learnt some of them and I 

find it more convenient than taking my hands away from the keyboard and reaching for the mouse.  If you 

care to learn and practice at least the three most useful ones, Cut, Copy and Paste, I am sure you too will 

prefer them.  Their usefulness comes from the fact that they are effectively single (combination) keystrokes, 

as against multiple clicks on the mouse to achieve the same effect. 

 

So ….. Cut, Copy and Paste: all use the Ctrl key plus one other key.  You need to highlight the item first 

before cutting or copying, or place the cursor in position before pasting. 

 Copy Ctrl + C (think C for Copy) – Copies the selection to the clipboard 

 Cut Ctrl + X (think scissors) – Cuts the selection to the clipboard 

 Paste Ctrl + V (P was already taken for Print, so I guess V because it was next to C and X) 

    – pastes whatever is on the clipboard into wherever the cursor is. 

 

While we are at it, here are some other useful keyboard shortcuts: 

 Select Everything Ctrl + A (think All) - Selects the whole  of the current document or website

 Print Ctrl + P - Shows the Print dialog box 

 Save Ctrl + S – Saves the current file immediately, without opening a Save dialog box 

 Undo Ctrl + Z or Alt + Backspace – Undoes the last edit 

 Redo Ctrl + Y – Repeats the last thing you did (wherever the cursor is now), 

     or undoes the last Undo 

 Find Ctrl + F  or F3 – opens the Find dialog box 

 Find & Replace Ctrl + H – opens the Search and Replace dialog box 

 Spellcheck F7 – Opens the Spelling & Grammar dialog box at the first ‘typo’ 

 Help F1 – Opens the Help dialog box (if available) 

 Screen Dump    Alt + Print Screen – copies an image of the current widow into the clipboard 

Then there are the much newer Windows logo key  shortcuts, introduced with Windows XP, the most 

useful being: 

  + M Minimise all open windows, to show the desktop 

  +L Lock the computer (press any key to Unlock) 

  +E Open File Explorer 

  +S Search for files on your computer (opens Cortana) 

  + Print Screen Saves an image of the current desktop into the Screenshots folder  

    (under the Pictures folder) 

  Opens the Start menu 

Want some more?  There are many more keyboard shortcuts, but perhaps they are not as useful or easy to 

remember.  Here are a few links to relevant websites, 

 

https://support.microsoft.com/en-au/help/12445/windows-keyboard-shortcuts 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Table_of_keyboard_shortcuts 

 

 

https://support.microsoft.com/en-au/help/12445/windows-keyboard-shortcuts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Table_of_keyboard_shortcuts


From the Historical Society: Desley Malone Ph 0428 942 288 

After years of applying, the Society has been granted DGR status. Deductible Gift 

Recipients are eligible to have their financial donations tax exempt. Some donors are 

only able to gift to organisations who have this status, so now we can offer this.   

Thanks to the members of the Men’s Shed who lined the walls of the kitchen area to 

enable the display 30 poster sized photos from Maleny’s history. Thanks to Tom and Clive 

for putting up the posters and to Clive for tinting the sliding doors. The posters have been 

displayed as a time line.   

 

The Maleny Cultural & Historical Society website is at 

http://www.historicalsocietymaleny.com/ 

 

The link to the Men’s Shed is at the top of this 

page. Have you checked out the slide shows? Some 

new photos to update the page would be 

appreciated.  

 

Thanks to George Diefenbach for making the Wishing 

Well for Lawley House to attract donations from 

visitors.  

 

The Historical Village is open to the public on Tuesdays 

and Saturdays, from 9.00am to 4.00pm, or by 

appointment. Phone Kim our caretaker - 07 5499 9030 

Gold coin admission. 

Tour and school groups accommodated. Morning tea 

and lunch available by appointment. 

 

The Society has been advised that we will be given the old police lock up. Because of 

the election, the scheduled auction of the property, excluding the lock up, has been 

postponed, so we’ll have to wait to find out when this can be relocated to the Pioneer 

Village.  

 

Desley has submitted a grant application for an archive for the MC&HS in Glenferna to 

house our large collection. The grant is for a compactus, archival storage boxes, and for 

room air quality control. Some of our collection is in storage in Lawley House at present, 

and we badly need funding to provide an archive to safely store all of Maleny’s 

accumulated history according to Museum Standards.  

 

The Library is remembering War in Maleny during the month of November. Many 

American troops were stationed around Maleny during the war. American Soldiers built 

the road from the Balmoral Lookout to Maleny during the war (1943) to enable civilians 

to escape if the Japanese landed. Pop in and check out their display.   

 

The Society appreciates the on-going support from the Men’s Shed.   

 

Greg has asked Peter Fitzgibbon to make a sign for the front entrance of the Village to 

display opening times. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.historicalsocietymaleny.com/


 

This month’s contributor is ROY BROWN 
 
Where were you born, Roy? 
I was born in Chichester England in 1941 during WW2. My mother, my two sisters, and I moved 
to London in 1943 during the bombing and air raids; my father was in the army during the whole 
war and he came home in 1946. Chichester is a small country city as it has a cathedral, in the 
south of England. This is the area where my father and grandparents lived, but in the country side 
when I was young, I spent summers holidaying with my grandparents around the farms.  

Family? 
There were six children in my family, five girls and me, and my parents both lived to a good old 
age. I was married to Jenny in London in 1964 and we had one son in England before we 
emigrated to Australia in 1967, then our second son was born. I lost my younger son to a brain 
tumour ten years ago. He left us with two grandchildren. Our other son is living in Sydney and he 
has three daughters,  so we have five granddaughters. 

What brought you to Maleny, and when? 
We had friends living in the Maleny area. We were looking for a weekender within a two-
hour drive from Brisbane, and ended up purchasing a house at Reesville in 1992. The 
property required lots of hard work but we have owned and built many properties 
during our married life. After working on this house as a weekender, we decided to 
make it our main home and more improvements had to be made. We have had lots of 
large and small homes, but this home has given us the best feeling of any of them. 

What was / is your profession? 
I started work in a fruit and florist shop at 13 before leaving school at 15. My first job in 1956 
was in a finishing shop with a large company making buses and trucks for the UK, Sydney and 
New Zealand. In 1957 I started my apprenticeship with an engineering packaging company.  
After finishing my apprenticeship, I went to work for Walls ice cream factory in London, as a 
high speed maintenance fitter on production lines. After marrying in 1964, I asked to be 
transferred to a new factory in Gloucester, 100 miles from London. This was the largest ice 
cream factory in Europe with over a thousand employees. In 1967 we decided to emigrate to 
Australia. I started work in Brisbane as a maintenance fitter in a can manufacturing factory, and 
was employed on this site for 32 years. Over that time the company was taken over four times. 
In 1980 we installed a high-speed aluminium can plant and with five manufacturing enterprises 
on one site it was the biggest diversified factory in our group, employing between 300-400 
personnel, with the main manufacturing plant running  24 /7 all year round, producing a 
hundred million drink cans each year. 
My role as site service engineer was to run the total site complement of tradesmen, 
electricians, apprentices, contractors, cleaners and many other duties. My main responsibility 
was safety and keeping manufacturing running 100% of the time.  
I retired in 1998 or, as I say, I changed direction in life, and started living full time in Maleny. 

Do you have a hobby or do you pursue any interest ?  
When I was younger did bike riding, judo, most water sports, competition squash for 14 
years, 
A walking group, golf, state emergency, and as a volunteer at Erowal. I have done a lot 
of world travel in the last 12years. 

What do you enjoy most about the men's shed? 
The banter, and the friendship of all in the group. 

What advice would you have liked to have received when you were 15? 
Your health is the most important thing in life. 

What advice would you have for a young person today? 
Have respect for all people and set goals in life. 

Thank you Roy. 



Woolies Barbeque Roster and dates for the next 3 fortnights: 

Saturday 25 November  –  Malcolm Baker, Joe Sek, Ken Scott 
Saturday 9 December  –  Joe Joe Eastmure, Kevin Trevarthen, Col Kielly 
Saturday 23 December  –  Ric Townsend, Ashley Williams, Harry Malcher 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Community Events – 2017/18 
 

NOVEMBER 24 – 26 Maleny Arts & Craft Christmas Fair, Maleny Community Centre 

DECEMBER 1 at 5pm RSL Maleny Christmas Party, Maleny RSL Hall 

DECEMBER 8  Maleny Christmas Street Carnival, Maple Street, Maleny 
 A selection of festive music to celebrate the season. All welcome 

DECEMBER 8 from 6pm Maleny Singers Christmas Concert, Maleny RSL Hall 

DECEMBER 25  Maleny Community Christmas Breakfast  

 Maleny Neighbourhood Centre 

DECEMBER 31 New Year’s Eve Bash, Witta Sports Ground 

JANUARY 26 7am-12noon Citizens Ceremony and Aussie Day Expo, Maleny Showgrounds 

To include information in this events list simply email to denvergail1@gmail.com 
 

The greater danger for most of us lies not in setting our aim too high and falling 
short, but in setting our aim too low, and achieving our mark."  

- Michelangelo Simoni (1475-1564) 

"Don't be so humble - you are not that great."  

- Golda Meir (1898-1978) to a visiting diplomat  

"I have not failed. I've just found 10,000 ways that won't work."  

- Thomas Alva Edison (1847-1931) 

Our Patron, Andrew Powell.  
 

Although the Men’s Shed is 
apolitical, this helps in 
avoiding political stoushes, 
we hope Andrew and staff 
survive the campaign trail 
and get through the coming 
weeks in one piece. All the 
best with the upcoming 
election. 
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We’re All Australians Now 
 

Australia takes her pen in hand  
To write a line to you,  
To let you fellows understand  
How proud we are of you.  
From shearing shed and cattle run,  
From Broome to Hobson's Bay,  
Each native-born Australian son  
Stands straighter up today.  
 
The man who used to "hump his drum",  
On far-out Queensland runs  
Is fighting side by side with some  
Tasmanian farmer's sons.  

 
The fisher-boys dropped sail and oar  
To grimly stand the test,  
Along that storm-swept Turkish shore,  
With miners from the west.  
 
The old state jealousies of yore  
Are dead as Pharaoh's sow,  
We're not State children any more --  
We're all Australians now!  
 
Our six-starred flag that used to fly  
Half-shyly to the breeze,  
Unknown where older nations ply  
Their trade on foreign seas,  

Flies out to meet the morning blue  
With Vict'ry at the prow;  
For that's the flag the Sydney flew,  
The wide seas know it now!  
 
The mettle that a race can show  
Is proved with shot and steel,  
And now we know what nations know  
And feel what nations feel.  
 
The honoured graves beneath the crest  
Of Gaba Tepe hill  
May hold our bravest and our best,  
But we have brave men still.  
 
With all our petty quarrels done,  
Dissensions overthrown,  
We have, through what you boys have done,  
A history of our own.  
 
Our old world diff'rences are dead,  
Like weeds beneath the plough,  
For English, Scotch, and Irish-bred,  
They're all Australians now!  
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So now we'll toast the Third Brigade  
That led Australia's van,  
For never shall their glory fade  
In minds Australian.  
 
Fight on, fight on, unflinchingly,  
Till right and justice reign.  
Fight on, fight on, till Victory  
Shall send you home again.  
 
And with Australia's flag shall fly  
A spray of wattle-bough  
To symbolise our unity --  
We're all Australians now.  

  Banjo Patterson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A couple were Christmas shopping. The shopping centre was packed, and as the wife wandered 
around, she lost her husband in the throng. She was quite upset because they had a lot to do. She 
became so worried that she called him on her mobile phone to ask where he was. 

In a quiet voice he said, "Do you remember the jewellers we went into about five years ago where 
you fell in love with that diamond necklace that we couldn't afford, and I told you that I would get 
it for you one day?" 

The wife choked up and started to cry. "Yes, I do remember that shop." 

He replied, "Well, I'm in the bar next door." 
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