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FROM THE PRESIDENT –– KEVIN TREVARTHEN 

Well, it’s the time for Warne to goad us recalcitrant contributors to our 

little newsletter, it’s an onerous job for Warne when he’s dealing with 

assiduous procrastinators like my good self (years of practice, from last 

minute assignments at uni to scribbling notes for conference 

presentations minutes before starting, I’ve honed this skill to a fine art!).  

It’s thanks to Warne’s forbearance that this happens. 

So, what’s news at the Shed?  We’ve had Andrew Wallace MHR, Federal 

Member for Fischer and shiny new Speaker of the House of Reps visit us 

for the “Turning of the Sod” ceremony that marks the real commencement 

of the build of the Army Shed.  Thanks to all those who turned up in their best dress uniform 

and behaved themselves on the day, it went very well and we gained some good publicity in 

the mainstream media.  That included a follow up interview on ABC Sunshine Coast radio 

which promoted our Shed and the Men’s Shed movement in general. 

By the time you read this (or very soon afterwards) there’s a fair possibility that the 

excavations for the footings and first concrete pour will have been completed, and the 

complete slab shouldn’t be too far away. That will be quite a milestone in the tortuous path 

to erecting the Army Shed.  But not all our challenges are over, as most of you will be aware 

our builder, Michael Cole, recently suffered a very serious stroke.  That’s very unfortunate 

for Michael and we wish him all the best in his recovery (and he’s doing quite well).  In the 

meantime, we’re working with Michael’s family to map a way forward.  While we have the 

skills and the team to do much of the work ourselves – and we will do that – we must have a 

principal contractor (builder) in place to oversee the project. 
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The completion of the Army Shed to occupancy stage, and to acquit all our outstanding 

grants, will require the expenditure of at least another $40,000.  That’s money that we don’t 

currently have, we can tip in about $11,000 of that from our own funds but will be relying on 

grants to provide the majority of it.  So it remains a long term project, but at least there’s 

significant progress happening. 

On the good-news front, insofar 

as finances are concerned, 

we’ve been successful in a 

grant application for the 

provision of a rainwater tank 

and pump for the new shed.  

The Foundation for Rural and 

Regional Renewal have 

provided $3240, which probably 

won’t cover the full cost but will 

come reasonably close, so 

thanks to that Foundation. 

On the matter of grants, we owe 

a special thanks to Peter Fitzgibbon for taking on the role of Grants Officer on the sad 

passing of Tony Ullman.  Peter has stepped down from the role, but without his intervention 

we would have been struggling at a particularly complex time in the grants realm.  Thanks 

Peter, and if there’s anyone out there who could contribute, please put your hand up, it won’t 

be particularly onerous in the future and there’s plenty of support around. 

Further on the financial front, we’re doing another Bunnings Sausage Sizzle at Caloundra on 

23rd April. These are excellent money spinners, usually netting well over $1000.  Most of the 

usual suspects have put their hands up again for what is a busy but rewarding half day. 

Given our financial commitments we need to think about some other, more consistent 

revenue stream.  The Bunnings’ and Woolies’ sausage sizzles are good earners, but not all 

members are able to the contribute (for very good reasons I might add).  I’ve mentioned this 

at previous smoko briefings, but we probably need to place some focus on making this 

happen, perhaps by putting aside some time for, say, making cutting boards/nest 

boxes/coffee tables (they’re just ideas), maybe once a month.  The denizens of the metal 

shop might even venture out to sniff the sawdust.  Or maybe the black-hands could focus on 

some of their work for sale (and yes, the smithies already make the cowbells which already 

contribute to income).  Have a think about ideas – I know some of you already have 

suggestions. 

The annual Show Parking is coming up at the end of May. We weren’t able to contribute much 

to this last year as it clashed with a Bunnings’ Sausage Sizzle, but we hope to have more 

workers (and thus more income) from this event this year.  So, if you’ve got a few hours free 

on 27th or 28th May, put your hand up to assist that consummate persuader, Ric Townsend, 

who will probably be wielding his virtual rubber hose to assemble “volunteers” in the next 

few weeks. 

Discussions are continuing on the update of the Memorandum of Understanding with the 

historical society and the car club.  We had the first Joint Site Occupants meeting for many 

months on 6th April, and it went well.  After all, the three occupants of the site are all aiming 

for positive outcomes and there’s nothing that should stand in the way of productive co-

operation. 
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It’s coming up to membership renewal time, and we’ve resolved* to increase membership to 

$60 per year, that’s just $1.20 per week for the use of a shed of quality tools and equipment, 

not to mention the exceptional company of so many preeminent chaps, so it’s hard to quibble 

about that.  And note that our insurance levy takes a hefty chunk.  So, see Dennis Hensby or 

Ray Hegarty in the next several weeks to cough up, though let us know discreetly if it’s a 

struggle and we’ll work out a plan.  *fine print – that’s still to be passed at a Management 

Committee meeting, but it was overwhelmingly supported by members at a Tuesday briefing. 

I will be attending a Sunshine Coast Men’s Shed Cluster Meeting on 20th April at Buderim.  

These confabs bring together many Sheds to share information and ideas.  It’s my first one 

so I’m hoping to come away wiser and with inspiration for positive initiatives for our little 

operation. 

That’s probably enough of my rambling commentary, as always don’t hesitate to provide 

ideas, feedback and constructive criticism to me or any committee member, and keep on 

shedding “Shoulder to Shoulder” 

Kevin 

 

FROM THE WOODIES – WARNE WILSON 

Making sawdust, it appears, is the main aim of woodworkers 

but some interesting projects have been under way.  

Malcolm Baker and Don McCabe have restored a polished 

dining table, and Tony Shellabear has brought a barrel 

topped document box back to life.  

Roy Brown tried his hand on the lathe with a great result, 

making an ornamental centre leg for a burl table he is 

making.  

Mike Foale retired after spending many years in the Pacific 

islands. Mike brought back many carvings and useful items 

made from coconut shells; he works regularly using the 

skills he has learned. 

Don McCabe and Joe Eastmure left their cushy jobs in the 

shed for a day helping Ian Pollard prepare the ground for a  

concrete pad required by Council for motor bike parking 

near the army shed. Another pad for wheelchairs has 

already been completed.   

Warne Wilson and Wayne Schultz made a gavel and holder as a commemoration gift to 

Andrew Wallace MHR on his becoming Speaker of the House. Photo shows Warne and Kevin 

making the presentation to Andrew after he performed ‘Turning the first sod’ for the Army 

Shed project. 

Tony Shellabear working on the  
restoration of a dining table 
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FROM THE SMITHY –– RUSSELL DAVIES 

We have two enthusiastic new members in the smithy; Stewart has taken on the job of 

doing up the old stone wheel sharpener and John 

has been busy making mini anvils for paperweights. 

There is a new atmosphere of innovation as products 

are being made for fundraising. 

Graham and Russell are still working on our popular 

cow bells, but we are trying a new idea: we are 

making smaller goat bells which swing in a horse 

stirrup. 

In addition to ongoing work restoring the historic 

farm wagon, Ken Scott continues his valuable work 

as marketer of the items we make, and Peter’s visits 

to help when he can, are much appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin and Warne making presentation to Andrew 
Wallace MHR 

Don McCabe and Joe Eastmure preparing the 
ground for a concrete pad for motorbike parking 

near the army shed 
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COMPUTER TIPS – FROM DENNIS HENSBY 

Cloud Storage 
You have probably all heard about it, but while some already 
understand it, a large percentage of us are not sure exactly what 
‘Cloud Storage’ is and how we can use it.  In brief, “The Cloud” 
is effectively The Internet, so Cloud Storage is somewhere you 
can store your files on someone else’s computer, via the Internet.  
Some major tech companies have set up storage space on their 
computers for you to use as extra file storage space.  In general, 
a certain amount of space (typically 5 – 10Gb) is free, but you pay 
a monthly or yearly fee once you go over your free space 
allocation.  Prices for storage vary tremendously so it is not easy 
to generalise, but expect between $5-$300 per year, depending 
on volume of storage allocated. 

Examples of some common Cloud Storage names and their owners are Dropbox (Dropbox), 
OneDrive (Microsoft), Azure (Microsoft), Google Drive (Google), IBM Cloud (IBM), iDrive 
(iDrive?), iCloud (Apple).  There are many, many more.  Google “cloud storage” to find the 
names and independent reviews about them.  There is nothing stopping you from having 
many accounts with multiple vendors, but you have to manage that yourself, e.g. multiple 
passwords, remembering what is stored where.  Unsurprisingly most people stick with one 
account, or maybe two accounts at most. 

Uses: Once you have established a cloud storage account, you can create folders and move 

stuff around (within your account), just the same as on your computer.  In fact, some 
accounts are so tightly integrated that they can appear on your File Explorer window as if 
they are part of your computer, e.g. OneDrive. 
Perhaps the first and still best use of cloud storage is for backup or storage of files – note: 
backup and storage are different!  Backup is when you copy your files to the cloud, keeping 
the originals on your computer.  Once set up, you can continuously and automatically back 
up all your new files as they are created.  With storage of files, you move your files to the 
cloud storage, without keeping a copy on your computer, trusting the storage company will 
look after your files for you forever. 

Once you have some files on The Cloud, you can share them with anyone you wish, e.g. 
friends, relatives, businesses.  An extension of that is that you can also work on the same 
files collaboratively with others of your choosing, with all of you updating the files you share. 

Benefits: You can access cloud storage anywhere you have Internet.  So if you are away 

from home and don’t have your computer with you, and if you have your password, you can 
use another computer anywhere in the world to access your files. 

You shouldn’t have too many concerns about lost files as the companies running the cloud 
storage often have huge managed backup systems in place, with expert teams also keeping 
an eye on the security of the system.  They can’t afford the damage to their reputation (and 
their golden goose) if they stuff up. 

You can use your cloud storage to save space on your computer hard disk, perhaps even 
save the cost of buying an additional hard disk (but you should think about the true benefits 
of that). 

Drawbacks: You need the Internet to access your cloud files. 
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You have to remember your password.  If you lose that, you lose access to your files, at least 
temporarily.  Not all vendors are able to recover access for you, so don’t count on it. 

It takes time and data charges to copy files to and from your cloud storage.  This is true 
especially if you are creating your first backup, but also applies if you wish to move large 
amounts of data back and forth.  You should consider this factor when deciding what files to 
copy or move to The Cloud. 

Hacking is always a concern, but there have been relatively few published instances of 
successful hacks against cloud storage companies.  Some companies have worse records 
than others.  Nevertheless, I guess their security guys and gals earn their keep most of the 
time.  That is not to say it could never happen to you. 

Buried in the terms and conditions (that nobody ever reads), some cloud storage companies 
claim full rights to any files you store on their systems and you agree to that!  I suspect they 
are just giving themselves permission to snitch any classy photos you may store there, 
without paying you royalties.  For the most part it is unlikely to ever be an issue, but I am still 
warning you.  It may be an issue if you ever store something valuable, e.g. the key to your 
Bitcoin stash. 

Don’t store anything you can’t afford to lose on The Cloud, unless you have a separate 
backup.  (That advice also applies to storing stuff on your phone, by the way.) 

As part of your end of life arrangements you should write out a document which lists all your 
digital assets (including cloud storage) and how to get to them, along with all passwords.  
Also include your bank accounts and other financial assets.  Then update it occasionally.  
Anybody over the age of 18 should do this.  Your executor will love you for it. 

 

 

MALENY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Anzac Day Services April 25, 4.28am Dawn Service, followed by breakfast ($5) 

9.00am Witta Cemetery 

9.45am Maleny Soldiers Memorial Hospital 

11.00am Main Service at the RSL Hall and Cenotaph, followed by lunch 

($15). 

Qld Country Women Assoc April 26, 9.30am-12.30pm, Open Day, Girl Guides Hut, 17 Cedar St 
Montville Woodies Group April 30-May 1, Open Days of all things WOOD, 230-238 Balmoral 

Road, Montville 
Maleny Players April 22/23/24/29/30/May 1 at Maleny Showgrounds 
Witta Wheels Classic Cars May 7, 7.30am at Witta 
Maleny Show May 27-28 
Muscle on the Mountain July 3, Maleny Showgrounds 
Woodstock @ RSL Maleny June 17, 6.30pm 
Gardening on the Edge October 1, Garden Market at Showgrounds and Open Gardens 
Writing Day at Maleny Library: Every Friday 12-3pm 
JP Services 9.30-12.30pm Monday/Friday, Maleny Neighbourhood Centre 
Community Lunch Every Thursday at Maleny Neighbourhood Centre $7 
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CONTRIBUTION FROM DENNIS HENSBY 

This came in from a man in Oregon who usually only sends technical items that he believes 
to be true, he is technical with an engineering background. 
Make of it what you will. 

Subject: Batteries 

This is an excellent breakdown. 

Batteries, they do not make electricity – they store electricity produced elsewhere, primarily 
by coal, uranium, natural gas-powered plants, or diesel-fuelled generators. So, to say an EV 
is a zero-emission vehicle is not at all valid. 

Also, since forty percent of the electricity generated in the U.S. is from coal-fired plants, it 
follows that forty percent of the EVs on the road are coal-powered, do you see?" 
Einstein's formula, E=MC2, tells us it takes the same amount of energy to move a five-
thousand-pound gasoline-driven automobile a mile as it does an electric one. The only 
question again is what produces the power? To reiterate, it does not come from the battery; 
the battery is only the storage device, like a gas tank in a car. 

There are two orders of batteries, rechargeable, and single-use. The most common single-
use batteries are A, AA, AAA, C, D. 9V, and lantern types. Those dry-cell species use zinc, 
manganese, lithium, silver oxide, or zinc and carbon to store electricity chemically. Please 
note they all contain toxic, heavy metals. 

Rechargeable batteries only differ in their internal materials, usually lithium-ion, nickel-metal 
oxide, and nickel-cadmium. The United States uses three billion of these two battery types a 
year, and most are not recycled; they end up in landfills. California is the only state which 
requires all batteries be recycled. If you throw your small, used batteries in the trash, here is 
what happens to them. 

All batteries are self-discharging. That means even when not in use, they leak tiny amounts 
of energy. You have likely ruined a flashlight or two from an old, ruptured battery. When a 
battery runs down and can no longer power a toy or light, you think of it as dead; well, it is 
not. It continues to leak small amounts of electricity. As the chemicals inside it run out, 
pressure builds inside the battery's metal casing, and eventually, it cracks. The metals left 
inside then ooze out. The ooze in your ruined flashlight is toxic, and so is the ooze that will 
inevitably leak from every battery in a landfill. All batteries eventually rupture; it just takes 
rechargeable batteries longer to end up in the landfill. 

In addition to dry cell batteries, there are also wet cell ones used in automobiles, boats, and 
motorcycles. The good thing about those is, ninety percent of them are recycled. 
Unfortunately, we do not yet know how to recycle single-use ones properly. 

But that is not half of it. For those of you excited about electric cars and a green revolution, 
I want you to take a closer look at batteries, windmills, and solar panels. These three 
technologies share what we call environmentally destructive production costs. 

A typical EV battery weighs one thousand pounds, about the size of a travel trunk. It contains 
twenty-five pounds of lithium, sixty pounds of nickel, 44 pounds of manganese, 30 pounds 
cobalt, 200 pounds of copper, and 400 pounds of aluminium, steel, and plastic. Inside are 
over 6,000 individual lithium-ion cells. 

It should concern you that all those toxic components come from mining. For instance, to 
manufacture each EV auto battery, you must process 25,000 pounds of brine for the lithium, 
30,000 pounds of ore for the cobalt, 5,000 pounds of ore for the nickel, and 25,000 pounds of 
ore for copper. All told, you dig up 500,000 pounds of the earth's crust for just - one - battery." 
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Sixty-eight percent of the world's cobalt, a significant part of a battery, comes from the 
Congo. Their mines have no pollution controls, and they employ children who die from 
handling this toxic material. Should we factor in these diseased kids as part of the cost of 
driving an electric car?" 

I'd like to leave you with these thoughts. California is building the largest battery in the world 
near San Francisco, and they intend to power it from solar panels and windmills. They claim 
this is the ultimate in being 'green,' but it is not. This construction project is creating an 
environmental disaster. Let me tell you why. 

The main problem with solar arrays is the chemicals needed to process silicate into the 
silicon used in the panels. To make pure enough silicon requires processing it with 
hydrochloric acid, sulfuric acid, nitric acid, hydrogen fluoride, trichloroethane, and acetone. 
In addition, they also need gallium, arsenide, copper-indium-gallium- diselenide, and 
cadmium-telluride, which also are highly toxic. Silicon dust is a hazard to the workers, and 
the panels cannot be recycled. 

Windmills are the ultimate in embedded costs and environmental destruction. Each weighs 
1688 tons (the equivalent of 23 houses) and contains 1300 tons of concrete, 295 tons of steel, 
48 tons of iron, 24 tons of fiberglass, and the hard to extract rare earths neodymium, 
praseodymium, and dysprosium. Each blade weighs 81,000 pounds and will last 15 to 20 
years, at which time it must be replaced. We cannot recycle used blades. 

There may be a place for these technologies, but you must look beyond the myth of zero 
emissions. 

"Going Green" may sound like the Utopian ideal but when you look at the hidden and 
embedded costs realistically with an open mind, you can see that Going Green is more 
destructive to the Earth's environment than meets the eye, for sure. 

 

Lunch Time in New York 
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“Lemon Pickers Needed" - ad in the Gayndah Times newspaper. 

Ms. Sally Mulligan of, Launceston, Tasmania, read it, and decided to apply for one of the jobs 

that most Tasmanians are not willing to do. 

She submitted her application for a job as a Lemon Fruit picker but seemed far too qualified 

for the job. 

 She has a liberal arts degree from the University of Tasmania (Sandy Bay), and a master's 

degree from Monash University (Melbourne).  

For a number of years, she had worked as a social worker, and also as a school teacher. 

The farm owner studied her application, frowned, and said, "I see that you are well educated, and have an 

impressive resume. 

 "However, I have to ask you, have you had any actual experience in picking lemons?" 

 "Well, as a matter of fact, I have," she said... "I've been divorced three times, owned two Holdens, voted 

twice for Annastacia Palaszczuk, and once for Anthony Albanese." 

She started work yesterday. 

 I am sure at some point you have all had this experience and are still young enough to laugh about it ! 

 

 

 

 

 

That’s all for this newsletter Shedders! And to members not feeling the best at the moment, 

get better soon and come back to us – we miss you! 

Warne Wilson, Newsletter Editor, Maleny Men’s Shed Inc. 

warnew@bigpond.com   Ph 5499 9974 
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