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FROM THE PRESIDENT –– KEVIN TREVARTHEN 

Another year passes, the old cliché of “them passing faster than ever” seems more 

appropriate to me at every birthday (mine is close to the end of the year, so they click over 

almost simultaneously).  An old mate recently reminded me that 

“each year that passes is a greater proportion of what you’ve 

got left”, which is both mathematically correct and a reminder 

that we should live life to the fullest and make the most of our 

time in this beautiful place. 

And speaking of enjoying time, our recent Christmas shindig was 

very pleasant, a beautiful evening, superb tucker and great 

company, what more could you ask for.  I’m sure all those that 

attended went home with similar sentiments.  I particularly 

enjoyed it because I contributed nuthin’ other than stand up and 

bore attendees with my lame repartee, and from my perspective 

it just seemed to happen spontaneously!  Thanks to those that 

helped on the night, and a very special thanks to Ray and Marie 

Hegarty, and Dennis and Carol Hensby for the planning, organisation, purchase and 

preparation of most of the comestibles.   

Another special vote of appreciation goes to our long-time supporters at Woolworths 

Maleny.  After picking up all the party supplies Dennis was confused about which credit 

card that it had been costed against, thinking it was the Shed’s card.  But no, it was on 

Woolworths’ “card”, they picked up the tab without being asked and not expecting 

anything in return.  Who says those big corporates don’t care about communities?  If any of 

you run across manager Darren don’t hesitate to let him know that the Shedders appreciate 

their support. 

Consequently, we made a modest profit out of the Christmas party, which is a good thing 

given that running the Shed is not getting any cheaper.  It’s worth remembering that the 

operational costs of running the Shed (consumables, electricity, insurance etc) is a couple 

of thousand dollars a year.  Shedders pay $50 a year, that’s less than $1 a week, so let’s not 

be forgetful about dropping a couple of dollars into the tin at smoko.  The takings aren’t as 

much as we’d expect, there’s not even many washers being “donated” nowadays!  

Similarly, our sausage sizzles are an important revenue source so try to volunteer to flip the 

occasional snag if you haven’t done so already. 

While I’m piling into your conscience, there’s been some small tools and materials 

“disappearing” from the Shed.  We’d hope that these are going home accidentally.  But 

bear in mind that there is a process to borrowing tools (which is fine) and contributing to 

materials for personal projects. 
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Enough of nagging, on a positive note you should all be aware that we’ve got all long-

awaited council approvals for the Army Shed and are just awaiting our Certifier to give it 

the tick and we can square away our builder and contractors.  So after an interminable wait 

it looks like we can be confident that some action will occur in 2022. 

No report in the last couple of years can get away with not mentioning the dreaded C word.  

At this point, under the current Health Orders, Men’s Sheds are not required to check your 

vaccination status, so we won’t be doing so.  However, we all know that Queensland’s 

dream run is coming to an end, and we understand that some of you might be anxious 

about exposure and the status of some of your fellow shedders.  So, if you have a concern, 

please don’t hesitate to talk to me about your concerns and we’ll see what we can do. 

A big thanks to Geoff Meninga of Meninga Hydraulic Consultants doing our reticulation 

design (as required by Council) for the Army Shed.  His “fee” was very modest, and – 

appropriately for a hydraulics consultant – of a liquid variety!  And yes, before you ask, 

Geoff is Mal’s brother. 

Finally best wishes for the Christmas and New Year, I hope you and your family have a great 

time and see you all in 2022. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

A reminder that the last Shed get-together is Tuesday 21st, and we’ll be restarting on 

Tuesday 4th January.  Of course, members can use the shed at other times as long as you 

are accompanied by another responsible person, and you’re accredited to use the 

relevant machinery. 
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COMPUTERS EXPLAINED – DENNIS HENSBY 
 

 
 

It is nearly 2 years since I last harangued you about 

email and phone scams, so I hope you can tolerate 

me beating that drum again. 

It is probably good timing though, as there has 

been a lot of publicity in very recent times 

concerning the increase in scams, particularly by 

SMS to mobile phones.  The Federal Government’s 

Scam watch reports a doubling of reported SMS 

scams in the past 12 months, resulting in Australians 

losing over $87 million to the scammers in 2021 so 

far, so I will concentrate on SMS scams.  Email 

scams are still coming though, and most of what 

applies to SMS also applies to email, so don’t drop 

your guard there. 

The scammers are good at what they do and they are getting better.  So how do you pick 

a scam?  There are a few tell-tale signs, but there is no guarantee that any one of the signs 

I am about to explain will be present.  Like I said, the scammers are constantly finessing 

their business.  If it doesn’t feel right, query it before acting. 

Scammers mainly rely on your natural greed to succeed.  I am not having a go at you – we 

all have it.  But just keep that foremost in mind.  So the first sign to watch for is if someone, 

even a friend (they may have been hacked), sends you an unexpected message saying 

you can get something for nothing, or lose something you have, it is probably a scam.  

Typically, that will be a message to say you will get money or a parcel you weren’t 

expecting, or not get money or a gift unless you respond.  Even if you are expecting 

something, check with the sender first.  The scammers are using your fear of missing out, or 

your urge to protect your assets, to ensnare you and take your money. 

The second sign is if there is a link in the message to click on.  I am pretty sure that these 

days no legitimate business will put a link in a message to you – they expect you to find 

your own way to their website because they know scammers often use links in their SMSs.  

The exception is if you contact the business first and they then respond with information.  

The scammers need you to click on a link so they can take over your phone (or computer).  

The rest of the message can look perfectly legitimate but never click on a link provided in 

an SMS without verifying its legitimacy first.  Call the sender! 

The third thing to look for is the language – grammar, spelling, choice of words.  Most 

scammers are in Eastern Europe, so as English is not their first language, they sometimes 

make subtle language mistakes a native Australian would not do. 

Fourth, don’t trust a personalised message (i.e, addressed to your name) when you don’t 

know the person or business contacting you.  Millions of email addresses are sold on the 

black market, many with the names of the owners.  Many of us have email addresses that 

MORE ON SCAMS 
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are made up of our first and last names.  It ain’t hard for a scammer to work out how to 

address you personally. 

Fifth, if you think the message may be genuine, contact the company directly by looking 

them up – DO NOT use any link, email address or phone number provided in the message 

– look it up!  These days it is not hard to Google a business to find their legitimate email 

address or phone number.  That will cost you a lot less than the many thousands you may 

lose if the message is a scam. 

Another frequent scam worth mentioning here does not involve messages, but direct phone 

calls.  If someone you don’t know calls you unexpectedly, even if they know your name, 

and offers to fix a “problem”, I suggest you hang up as rudely as possible.  If it is legitimate, 

they will ring back and you can apologise, but I have never had to.  Most of the notes above 

apply to phone calls as well. 

So, what can you do if you think you may have been scammed?  Time is of utmost 

importance, but don’t panic.  The very first thing you do is call your bank and tell them your 

fears.  They are set up to help and sometimes they are able to limit the damage.  Second, 

phone a friend, i.e, someone who may have the knowledge to help you with re-securing 

the phone (or computer).  Third, you can call a government agency (ASIC, ACCC, ACMA, 

ATO) or just report it to Scam watch.  I have to warn you that police services (state and AFP) 

are not well set up to deal with scams from overseas, but they may take your details for 

statistical purposes.  The more people report to government the better chance we have of 

government taking some action against the scammers. 

        FROM THE WOODIES – WARNE WILSON 

There is an upside to 

downsizing! A generous 

hobbyist from North Maleny 

donated two lathes and a 

drum sander to us in October. 

Here, Don, Angelo, Leon, and 

John manhandle one of the 

lathes using the engine lifter.  

Both lathes have been in use 

frequently, and the drum 

sander is a very handy 

machine, already saving time 

smoothing smaller items, 

cutting boards and wood for 

projects. Ian Jones is exploring 

the possibilities of his new 

turning skills, and others are expressing interest in turning, including Steve Chartres and Mike 

Foale. 



Maleny Men’s Shed Inc. Newsletter Issue No. 41, December 2021 Page 5  

Wayne Schultz shows his chainsaw 

prowess as he hacks into a log a bit long 

for the slabbing machine. Malcolm and 

Don McCabe made a sign saying ‘MEN’S 

SHED’ in Christmas lights for the Uniting 

Church Christmas Lights Show, adding 

our illuminated sign to those of 16 other 

Maleny organisations.  

Peter Fitzgibbon is back after being stuck 

in Sydney and then at the Gold Coast 

due to Covid Border regulations. Peter 

has since taught himself jigsaw skills and 

came up with interesting decorations for 

the tables at the Christmas Party 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE SMITHY – RUSSELL DAVIES 

 

This month Russell Davies becomes the Smithy’s poet laureate with this little Christmas poem: 

 

Ten days to Christmas, 

Ten bells to make, 

Oh, the pressure, I cannot fake. 

  

Ken is onto marketing, 

John shows the crowds through, 

Ian's many projects wait for completion date too, 

Graham will sort out Russell's welding pout. 

  

Wagon wheels keep turning, bolts engineered to fit. 

  

We forge ahead at a cracking pace, in the Blacksmith's special place. 

 

(A big tick to Russell for his remarkable effort!) 
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A NEW SERIES – PART 1 

• The first industrial revolution began in Great Britain in the 1700s and 1800s and was a 

time of significant innovation. 

• The American Industrial Revolution, commonly referred to as the Second Industrial 

Revolution, started sometime between 1820 and 1870. 

• Both Industrial Revolutions led to inventions that included the telephone, the steam 

engine, the sewing machine, the X-ray, the lightbulb, the internal combustion 

engine, and the aeroplane. 

1712- The atmospheric engine was 

invented by Thomas Newcomen. The 

engine was operated by condensing 

steam driving the piston down the cylinder 

by cooling it with a spray of cold water. 

The engine was slow and inefficient, but it 

was used for many years to pump water 

from mines 

1719 - The silk factory is started by John 

Lombe. Located in Derbyshire, Lombe’s 

Mill opens as a silk throwing mill, the first 

successful one of its kind in England. 

1733 - The flying shuttle weaving machine 

is invented by John Kay. The invention 

provided for machine looms which could 

weave wider fabrics and speed up the manufacturing process. 

1750 - Cotton cloth produced using raw cotton imported from overseas. Cotton cloth 

exports would help make Britain a commercial success. 

1761 - The Bridgewater Canal opens, the first of its kind in Britain. It was named after Francis 

Egerton, 3rd Duke of Bridgewater who commissioned it to transport the coal from his mines 

in Worsley. 

1764 - The invention of the Spinning Jenny by James Hargreaves in Lancashire. The idea 

consisted of a metal frame with eight wooden spindles. The invention allowed the workers 

to produce cloth much quicker thus increasing productivity and paving the way for further 

mechanisation. 

1765 - Scottish inventor James Watt increased the efficiency of the Newcomen steam 

pumping engine by adding a separate condenser. Watt’s engine became a primary power 

source in paper mills, flour mills, cotton mills, iron mills, distilleries, canals, and waterworks, 

making Watt a wealthy man. 

To be continued in the next newsletter. 

THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION IN ENGLAND AND AMERICA 

https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/The-Bridgewater-Canal/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/James-Watt
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Peter, our roving camera man, found this famous couple visiting from the North Pole at the 

Friday night Maleny Street Fair! 
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 GATES NOTES BY BILL GATES 

Last week I spent three fantastic days at the global climate summit (known as COP26) in Glasgow, Scotland. 

My main impression is how much things have changed since the last summit, back in 2015—and I don’t mean 

because of COVID. The climate conversation has shifted dramatically, and for the better. 

One big shift is that clean-energy innovation is higher on the agenda than ever. The world needs to get to zero 

carbon emissions by 2050. As I argue in the book I published this year, accomplishing that will require a green 

Industrial Revolution in which we decarbonize virtually the entire physical economy: how we make things, 

generate electricity, move around, grow food, and cool and heat buildings. The world already has some of the 

tools we’ll need to do that, but we need a huge number of new inventions too. 

So at an event like this, one way I measure progress is by the way people are thinking about what it’ll take to 

reach zero emissions. Do they think we already have all the tools we need to get there? Or is there a nuanced 

view of the complexity of this problem, and the need for new, affordable clean technology that helps people 

in low- and middle-income countries raise their standard of living without making climate change worse? 

Six years ago, there were more people on the we-have-what-we-need side than on the innovation side. This 

year, though, innovation was literally on center stage. One session of the World Leaders Summit, where I got 

to speak, was exclusively about developing and deploying clean technologies faster. 

I also helped launch the Net Zero World Initiative, a commitment from the U.S. government to help other 

countries get to zero by providing funding and—even more important—access to experts throughout the 

government, including the top minds at America’s world-class national laboratories. These countries will get 

support with planning the transition to a green economy, piloting new technologies, working with investors, 

and more. 

The second major shift is that the private sector is now playing a central role alongside governments and 

nonprofits. In Glasgow, I met with leaders in various industries that need to be part of the transition—including 

shipping, mining, and financial services—who had practical plans to decarbonize and to support innovation. I 

saw CEOs of international banks really engaging with these issues, whereas many of them wouldn’t even have 

shown up a few years ago. (It made me wish we could get the same kind of turnout and excitement for 

conferences on global health!) 

I announced that three new partners—Citi, the IKEA Foundation, and State Farm—will be working 

with Breakthrough Energy Catalyst, a program designed to get the most promising climate technologies to 

scale much faster than would happen naturally. They’re joining the first round of seven partners we 

announced in September. It’s amazing to see how much momentum Catalyst has generated in just a few 

months. 

I was also honored to join President Biden and his climate envoy, John Kerry, to announce that Breakthrough 

Energy will be the primary implementation partner for the First Movers Coalition. It’s a new initiative from the 

U.S. State Department and the World Economic Forum that will boost demand for emerging climate solutions 

in some of the sectors where it’ll be especially hard to eliminate emissions: aviation, concrete and steel 

production, shipping, and more. 

The third shift I’m seeing is that there’s even more visibility for climate adaptation. The worst tragedy of rising 

temperatures is that they will do the most harm to the people who have done the least to cause them. And if 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/633968/how-to-avoid-a-climate-disaster-by-bill-gates/
https://www.gatesnotes.com/Energy/My-message-to-the-world-at-COP26?WT.mc_id=20211108100000_COP26_BG-LI_&WT.tsrc=BGLI
https://www.nrel.gov/international/net-zero-world.html
https://www.breakthroughenergy.org/articles/updates-from-cop26
https://www.breakthroughenergy.org/scaling-innovation/catalyst
https://www.breakthroughenergy.org/articles/catalyst-anchor-partners-announced
https://www.breakthroughenergy.org/articles/catalyst-anchor-partners-announced
https://www.breakthroughenergy.org/articles/catalyst-anchor-partners-announced
https://www.weforum.org/first-movers-coalition
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we don’t help people in low- and middle-income countries thrive despite the warming that is already under 

way, the world will lose the fight against extreme poverty. 

So it was great to hear President Biden and other leaders repeatedly raising the importance of adaptation. I 

got to join the president, along with officials from the United Arab Emirates, to launch a program 

called Agricultural Innovation Mission for Climate. It’s designed to focus some of the world’s innovative IQ on 

ways to help the poorest people adapt, such as new varieties of crops that can withstand more droughts and 

floods. More than 30 other countries, as well as dozens of companies and nonprofits (including the Gates 

Foundation), are already supporting it. 

As part of that effort, I joined a coalition of donors that pledged more than half a billion dollars to support the 

CGIAR’s work to advance climate-smart innovations for smallholder farmers in sub-Saharan Africa and South 

Asia. 

Some people look at the problems that still need to be solved and see the glass as half-empty. I don’t share 

that view, but this is what I would tell anyone who does: The glass is being filled up faster than ever. If we 

keep this up—if the world puts even more effort into innovations that reduce the cost of getting to zero and 

help the poorest people adapt to climate change—then we’ll be able to look back on this summit as an 

important milestone in avoiding a climate disaster. 

 

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/11/01/remarks-by-president-biden-at-the-cop26-leaders-statement/
https://aimforclimate.org/
https://aimforclimate.org/#partners
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center/press-releases/2021/11/gates-foundation-pledges-315-million-smallholder-farmers-cgiar-climate-change
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That’s it for this year Shedders. 

WE WISH YOU ALL A VERY HAPPY AND SAFE CHRISTMAS 

AND GOOD HEALTH AND ALL YOU WISH FOR 

YOURSELVES IN 2022 

And to those not feeling well, please get better and come back soon, we miss you! 

Warne Wilson, Newsletter editor, Maleny Men’s Shed Inc.  
Email warnew@bigpond.com 
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