
 Newsletter # 21 – December 2018           Editor: Warne Wilson 54999974 warnew@bigpond.com 

 
From the President: RICHARD TOWNSEND 

 

Firstly, I hope you all have a great Christmas and New Year. 

 

Our Christmas Party seems to have been an outstanding 

success. I received many compliments and Andrew Powell 

even mentioned what a nice party it was and how good the 

food was on his Facebook page. Thank you to Peter, Sharon and 

Rachael for organising everything, to Jacinta for the green 

salads, Coral for the trifle, Marie for the pavlova and to the 

helpers on the day: Laurie and Heather Roy and Clive on the 

BBQ and Ross at the bar. A great effort from all. 

 

To our special guests on the day, Andrew Powell, Andrew Wallace, Rev. Catherine and 

Shaun the Manger of Woolworths, thanks for visiting and thanks for your support. Of course 

thanks go to all the spouses that let the husbands come and play on Tuesdays. Oh, and 

talking of that, next 

year we will also be 

operating on Friday 

mornings.  

Shed Bosses will be: 

Woodwork - Warne 

and Metalwork - Syd 

& Lindsay. To all those 

that volunteered to fill 

the positions, thank 

you! 

 

This month we’ve had 

a positive response to 

some of our grant 

applications and 

some of the funds 

have been received. 

Next job is to erect 

the awning on the western end and install a storage shed. Mal, with his team Ray, Leon, 

Peter and Dennis, have as you see made good progress on the office. Thank you to Clive 

and Roy for the great sign which has been appreciated by all who have seen it... great 

job! 

 

So once again… Ho Ho Ho to you and your family. 
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From the Engineers: Lawrie abrahamson 

The latest feat completed by the Engineering team 
has been the building of a 
steel Christmas tree 
frame. 

The idea originally came 
to us from Warne Wilson. 
He said he would arrange 
interesting products made 
by the Men’s Shed 

members as decoration, and it would be displayed at the Uniting 
Church Christmas Tree 'Festival'. 

It took quite some thinking about to come up with a way of 
holding all of the pieces of each hoop, for welding together. It 
had to be a tidy affair as there were five hoops to do and the 
request was for a neat job please. 

While a suitable size of steel was being sourced by our supplier, 
the opportunity arose to purchase a MIG welder kit that was on 
special from Machinery House Hare and Forbes. This welder 
made fast work of the assembly of the hoops. 

Final finishing and the putting of the tree together was the day of the Christmas lunch and 
none too soon. Merry Christmas to all Shedders and their families.  

FROM THE WOODIES: WARNE WILSON 

November saw the untidy hodge-podge of plant, 
equipment and materials left after hurried shifting 
from the big shed gradually become the woodies 
workshop. We still have much to do but at least we 
are operational. 

Lawrie and his men of steel accepted the task of 
making a light steel frame for this year’s Christmas 
Tree entry for the Uniting Church Christmas Tree 
Festival. Malcolm and I spent a Thursday afternoon 

preparing the tree for the opening on Wednesday 19th December.  
Please call in to the church and have a look at the mass of trees contributed by many Maleny 
organisations – well worth a visit. The church will be open each day until Christmas:  
Wed 19 to Fri 21 December: 2.00pm – 8.00pm; Sat 22 December: 10.00am – 8.00pm; 
Sun 23 December: 12 Noon – 4.00pm; Christmas Eve: 12 Noon – 7.00pm, followed by 
Family Service 7pm. The Uniting Church is located at 1284 Maleny/Landsborough Road on 
the western side of Erowal Aged Care. 

We received the news that a grant has been approved for an awning on the west wall and 
also a grant of some $7,000 to complete the electrical work including many power points 
and planned lighting.  

The toymakers, Harry Malcher and Garry McFarlane, have been adding to the store of toys 
for the Maleny Wood Expo in May; our contribution will be 500 toys, The Montville woodies, 
500 and the Bayside woodies from Redlands will also be contributing this year. 
I came back from a two-week break to find that Malcolm, Leon, and Dennis had completed 
the planned office building in one corner of the shed – thanks fellows, a professional job and 
greatly appreciated. 

Changes in the New Year will include opening the shed on Friday mornings. We want to start 
courses like turning, jewellery box making, pen turning, and furniture making, etc. 

 



 

FROM THE computer classes: dennis hensby 

KEEPING YOUR PHOTOS SAFE 

In my youth I was keen on photography, but due to the cost of developing and printing 
and my permanently impecunious circumstances, I never pursued that hobby as much 
as I had wished.  Haven’t digital cameras turned that around!  It now costs nothing to take 
a photo – dozens in a row if you wish – and you can view them immediately.  Printing 
selected photos is cheap and as easy as taking them on a USB device to one of the many 
businesses that will print them for you.  Just about everybody has either a small digital 
camera or a smart phone with an excellent camera on board.  The downside of this ready 
availability is that most of us have many, many more photos to keep (and to manage).  
The upside of that downside is that computer storage space is also cheap, so you can 
store thousands of photos for very little cost and still have them readily available to view. 
On top of that, what are you going to do about all your old printed photo (photo albums) 
and slide collections?  And the collection of framed unique family photos you got from 
Aunty Betty’s estate when she passed away?  The best advice I can give is to convert 
them all to digital format before they fade any more or are otherwise lost.  It is pretty easy 
(just time consuming) to use a scanner to turn prints and slides into computer files and 
store them with your more recent digital photos. 

Don’t leave your precious digital photos sitting on your phone or camera without making 
a copy to somewhere else!  If you don’t, when, not if, you lose the camera or your phone 
you will lose your memories.  You can copy or transfer your photos to a computer, to a 
storage device like a USB key or to an Internet storage service (The Cloud), e.g. Drop Box, 
OneDrive, iCloud, Google Drive, etc.  It might be a good idea to clean up and delete 
duplicates or rubbish photos first though. 

Remember too that digital photos are very much easier to share with family and friends.  
You can email them, copy them to a service like Dropbox (then share the password to 
give friends access), burn them to CD/DVD to give out, or copy to a USB memory stick to 
carry around. 

Now to managing your photos.  It is great to have a store of wonderful photos, but how 
do you find that one you know you have somewhere in amongst the thousands?  There 
are two ways I can think of.  You either 1) come up with your own system of naming 
folders, e.g. by subject or date, and store your photos in the appropriate folder, or 2) you 
obtain photo management software that might make the task easier. 
I create a new folder for each related group of photos, name it appropriately, and I 
include the date at the start of the folder name, e.g. for my 5 Sept 2018 picnic, “20180905 
Picnic At Hanging Rock”.  Bonus: using this ‘reverse date’ style the folders are 
automatically sorted in date order.  I have a LOT of such folders!  Some folders have one 
photo in them, others have dozens.  At least I have a half decent chance of finding photos 
when I want them. 

There are a number of good photo management applications available, just Google 
“photo management”.  I have had several such applications delivered on the CD that 
comes with digital cameras, printers, or scanners.  You can also find many free photo 
management applications on The Internet.  I haven’t used many of them at length so I 
have no recommendations, however the few I have seen seem to do a good job.  Try a 
few out yourself before settling on one. 

One more thing; some of my digital photos need editing (it was the camera’s fault!) to 
remove fuzziness or ‘red-eyes’, enhance colour or contrast, crop or re-size, and so on.  If 
you use photo editing software to enhance your photos, always make a copy first and 
work on the copy.  That way if you stuff up (and you will) you can easily make another 
copy and edit that.  You will still have your untouched original. 

“If you have any questions on this topic, or have a topic you would like to see covered 
in the future, please email Dennis at dennishensby@bigpond.com.” 

 

mailto:dennishensby@bigpond.com


 

FROM THE maleny historical society:  

Desley malone 

 

The Maleny Hotel still incorporates the original building built in 1907, but it has been 

added to, renovated and improved over the years.  The site, on the eastern bank of the 

Obi Obi Creek, was purchased from Francis Dunlop by Joe Pollock who built the original 

hotel in 1907.  About 1914 the proprietor at the time purchased the old North Maleny 

School and moved it to the hotel as an addition which became the kitchen.  At that time, 

soft drinks were manufactured at the hotel. 

In the early 1920s, it was sold to R C Burnett who added a 

second storey, a billiard saloon and a barber’s shop.   

Joe Pollock sold out to ACK Cooke in 1908 and R Gay 

became the owner.  In 1914 J Glover became the licensee 

for a short time before selling out to A E Godwin in the same 

year.  The list of owners continues - L Haley 1918, Mrs G O 

Murphy 1921, W H R Burnett 1922, R C Burnett 1930, W H R 

Burnett 1942, F Roberts 1949, W C Wilkinson 1953, Mrs B 

Wallace 1956, C R Heavey 1958, P V Gibbs 1958, C B Turner 

1959, J Currie 1960, Mrs T Currie 1963, T A Appleby 1963, 

Mrs B Wallace 1966, L Keating 1967, D Vine 1971, PJ Vine 

1976.   

In February 1977 Maitresse Pty Ltd bought the hotel with Mr 

Stewart Pickering as licensee.  

Stewart and Gretel Pickering came from Sydney with their 

two young daughters and owned the hotel until recently.  

Thanks to the late Gretel Pickering for this information from 

the Queensland Licensing Commission.  

  

The Society has recently been given a restored red cedar chiffonier from the hotel, 

C1890s and is in the Timber Room of Lawley House which will be open shortly.   

   
 

 
 

 
 
 

Water tank and engine shed 
at the back of the hotel 1925 

Maleny Hotel 1908 
Maleny Hotel 1982 owned by  
Stewart and Gretel Pickering 



 
 

Our Honourable President, Ric, Has been at his Facebook account again. This time he 

has featured our new Men’s Shed’s professional sign, designed, painted, put together, 

and erected with the creativity of Clive Powell and Roy Brown – When they get their teeth 

into a project they will not give in until it is completed! The sign is made from heavy 

hardwood and should last for 100 years! 

 

 

 



 

 

CAROL OF THE BIRDS 
By John Wheeler 

 

Out on the plains the Brolgas are dancing 

Lifting their feet like war horses prancing 

Up to the sun the wood larks go winging 

Faint in the dawn light echoes their singing 

Orana! Orana! Orana to Christmas day 

 

Down where the tree ferns grow by the river 

There where the waters sparkle and quiver 

Deep in the gullies Bell birds are chiming 

Softly and sweetly their lyrics notes rhyming 

‘Orana! Orana! to Christmas Day 

 

Friar birds sip the nectar of flowers 

Currawongs chant in wattle tree boxes 

In the blue ranges, Lorikeets calling 

Carols of bush birds rising and falling 

‘Orana! Orana! to Christmas Day 
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And now for some funnies to finish off ……. 

 

During a recent password audit by a company, it was found that an employee was using 

the following password: "MickeyMinniePlutoHueyLouieDeweyDonaldGoofyParis". 

 

When asked why she had such a long password, the employee rolled her eyes and said, 

"Hello! It has to be at least 8 characters long and include at least one capital." 
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Three friends married women from different parts of the world … 
 
The first man married a Greek girl. He told her that she was to do the dishes and house 
cleaning. 
It took a couple of days, but on the third day, he came home to see a clean house and 
dishes washed and put away.  
  
The second man married a Thai. 
He gave his wife orders that she was to do all the cleaning, dishes and the cooking. 
The first day he didn't see any results, but the next day he saw it was better. 
By the third day, he saw his house was clean, the dishes were done, and there was a 
huge dinner on the table.  
  
The third man married a girl from Australia. 
He told her to keep the house cleaned, dishes washed, lawn mown, laundry washed, and 
hot meals on the table for every meal. 
He said the first day he didn't see anything, the second day he didn't see anything either 
but by the third day, some of the swelling had gone down and he could see a little out of 
his left eye and his arm was healed enough that he could fix himself a sandwich and load 
the dishwasher. 
He still has some difficulty when he pees. 

 

 

 
That’s all for this month, Maleny Men’s Shedders with the best of good wishes to 
those not feeling the best – get well soon.  
HAVE A GREAT CHRISTMAS FELLAS – HOPE IT’S EVERYTHING YOU WISH FOR 
YOURSELVES ! 

 

Warne Wilson 
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