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From the President: Peter Fitzgibbon 

The recent announcement of a successful council re-zoning 
package was reminiscent of the statement made by the moon 
landing astronauts: ‘This is one small step for man’. Although we have 
passed one of our major obstacles we still have a long way to go 
before we realize our dream of an autonomous shed.   
 
When looking in the rear view mirror at our journey to reach the 
current milestone we must pay homage to those who initiated the 
process. Although we were naïve regarding the speed of government 
processes, both Wayne and Mal must be commended for their 

foresight to have the land rezoned and dedication to keep pursuing the need for a shed.  
 
Also, we should not forget those who championed our cause. As I have previously alluded 
to, no matter what your political persuasion, when the chips are down you’ll be surprised 
who helps. We were lucky to have a number of prominent members in our corner including 
our Patron, Andrew Powell MP, Lord Mayor’s Office and the Australian Men’s Shed all pulling 
together to lobby the state government on our behalf.  
 
The network of people and groups within our community 
that have thrown their support behind our organization to 
achieve our dream is outstanding. With your continued 
efforts getting out and joining in community events we will 
go from strength to strength.  
 
TIME FOR FEES 
Those members who are yet to pay fees please see 
Dennis or Collin. We are out of pocket until we recoup 
our costs. Fees are $35, with $5 going to the Historical 
Society to become a member of their group. This small 
fee in turn pays for use of their facilities.  

 

MONTHLY BBQ 

Another delightful 

monthly BBQ put on 

by Glenn Todd and Clive Powell. We had the pleasure 

of Kevin stepping out for lunch with his lovely wife Rita 

whom also enjoyed the occasion.  

 

MALENY SHOW 

1st and 2nd June. Join us to set up the Pavilion.  

Great company and meals included.  

Don’t forget to check the MDSRC newsletter for other 

events in Maleny. 
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Andrew Powell presenting the 

‘Outstanding Club’ trophy at the 

Maleny District Sports & Recreation 

Club awards night. 

 



 

BUNNINGS BBQ 

I’d just like to thanks all those who helped with the 

Bunning’s BBQ and helping to make the day a 

success.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

ANZAC day at the RSL. 25 April 

0428 Dawn Service and breakfast. 

1030 Main Parade in town.  

Come and join in, Nasho’s included.  

 

MALENY WOOD EXPO - 5th 6th and 7th May.  

Volunteers need for Kids’ Corner (see page 4 below) 

Saturday 5th May 9am – 12 Midday, and/or 12 – 3pm 

Sunday 6th May 9am – 12 Midday and/or 12 – 3pm 

Monday 7th May 9am – 12 Midday only 

 

From Maleny Cultural & Historical Society: 

Desley Malone 

GRAVES IN BUNYA STREET 

Ever wondered why there’s two graves at the 

front of the Maleny Primary School?  Both are 

Heritage Listed and have an interesting 

history.  One is for JANE DUNLOP and the 

other for her friend, MARGARET FLETCHER 

HANKINSON and both ladies died within 

weeks of each other.  Jane’s son FRANCIS 

DUNLOP’S ashes are also interred in this spot. 

 

Margaret Fletcher Hankinson and Jane 

Dunlop were neighbours and friends. Francis 

Dunlop was Jane's son. Jane Dunlop and her 

husband Francis Snr, with two daughters, arrived in Australia from Scotland.  Francis worked 

for Mr Pettigrew in his sawmill venture in Brisbane until his death, leaving Mrs Dunlop a widow 

with five children. Mr Pettigrew asked Jane and her family to caretake his selection of land 

at Bald Knob in 1875.  Jane's son, Francis Jnr., helped cut the first road through the scrub to 

Maleny.  He selected 160 acres in Maleny in 1880, part of which is now the site of the Maleny 

Schools.  Francis Jnr never married and his mother Jane came to live with him after living in 

Buderim for several years.  She died in August 1886 aged 59 years and was buried on her 

son's selection. Francis Jnr lived all his life on his selection. He died in 1941 aged 83 years.  His 

body was cremated and his ashes spread over his mother's grave. 

 

John & Margaret Hankinson and Family came to Maleny in 1880 and selected part of the 

now Stephen Porter's Farm, part of the Precinct.  John died the following year and was buried 

in Brisbane.  Margaret and her nine children stayed on the selection until she died five years 

later, in 1886, aged 44 years.  Margaret was buried the same day that she died beside her 

friend and neighbour, Jane Dunlop.  The Hankinson selection was taken over by Walter 

Cambage. 

 

The two graves were shifted towards the footpath in 2010 to enable the construction of the 

Primary School Hall. 

 



 

From the Gardeners: Clive Powell 

GROWING NATIVES FROM SEED AND CUTTINGS 

The same rules apply to this method of propagation as for any other exotic plants. Use a 

freely draining soil mix, sow seed thinly to allow plenty of air movement around the 

seedlings, cover lightly with the same soil mix and never allow the container to dry 

out during the germination period. Transplant seedlings as soon as they are large enough  

to handle, using a container about 15 cm in diameter. Plants can then be grown on and  

lastly transferred to their final home in the garden. 

 

Propagation by cuttings is the only sure method of multiplying the plant you want. Seedlings 

(particularly those from a hybrid) may not come true to the parent plant. 

Tip cuttings are those usually recommended. These are taken from clean sections 

which have no fruit or flowers. A very sharp knife or razor blade is used to make a cut 

just below a node or stem junction. The lower leaves are removed, the upper leaves  

reduced and the cuttings are inserted into the soil mix. The container is then inserted 

into a plastic bag supported by a wire frame to form a miniature propagating house. 
 

From the Smithy: Ken Scott 

There was much action around the shop two weeks ago 

when the tree chippers came in and cut two huge trees 

on Chris Becker’s block at the back. Luckily the feller 

fella positioned his falls to miss the shop and land in the 

vacant land to the north. The chipper machine was 

unbelievable how it munched up the logs up to 18 

inches or more and fed in by an excavator. The larger 

residue logs are there still and have been earmarked for 

artisans to transform into masterpieces with a chainsaw 

– Any brilliant ideas will help. 

Meanwhile it was a good excuse to clean up the yard ready for Harvey to shift the jail into 

position on that north side and the huge submarine tank to up near the shop. Many people 

have offered to lock Harvey in the jail and throw the key away but I am sure they would 

miss his input into the Village precinct.  

 

The shop has been banging away with a production line happening of the bells ready for 

the Maleny show in 5 weeks – Orders are flooding in already.  

 

Richard’s dog has pupped so this will be a feature.  

 

We are looking for old car springs!!! 

More hands would be appreciated. Maybe the cold weather will bring more to the fire on 

those days – lately it has been too hot - too dry – too risky – too late – too bad! 

Sounds like a girl I used to know! 
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From the Engineers: Lawrie Abrahamson 

Here is an interesting job for the Historic Society bought to the Engineering Shop by Ray 

Stewart. 

 

It is shaft and impeller from a hand pump. This type used to have a wooden handle and 

the operator just moved the handle to and fro to the limit of the travel and this pumped the 

fluid on each stoke. 

 

As seen in the picture, one flap valve opens for the “to” stroke in one direction and the 

valves reverse their position for the “fro” stroke thus enabling flow of the fluid on each  

stroke. 

 

Our task was to make good the section of the shaft seen in the picture, as being bright and 

shiny new, which is where the gland packing sits to seal the fluid in the pump. 

 

Fortunately our metal lathe was rigid enough to hold the short end of the shaft firmly and 

turn down the rusted and cratered section where the stainless steel tube, supplied by Sid, 

thanks mate, was fitted. 

 

With some further work and a wooden handle it should be back to its former glory. 
 

From the Woodworkers: Warne Wilson 

This shot was taken last year in the 

Children’s Workshop at the 

Maleny Wood Expo. You can see 

Ron Fishwick in his green Blackall 

Range Woodcrafters shirt and 

Glenn Todd in his Maleny Men’s 

Shed shirt, plus an attentive 

father. They are guiding three little 

girls in the art of pyrography 

(wood burning art).  

We are putting the roster together 

for responsible people to help 

guide the children this year from 

May 5th to 7th – the Labor Day 

Weekend. A group Blue card is 

provided plus free entry, preferential parking and a free cup of coffee. 



If you can help for a day or part of a day: 

9am until 3pm Saturday and Sunday; 9am until 12 midday Monday; or for part of a day on 

any of the three days, please email Warne Wilson warnew@bigpond.com. 

New member Gary McFarlane doing his bit making and sanding 280 tiny wheels for 70 toy 

cars to be put together by the children at the Maleny Wood Expo, 7th to 9th May. And Ray 

Hegerty taking a friendly interest in Leon Russoniello’s expertise turning wooden dolls to be 

decorated by little girls at the Expo. Please note the good use of safety equipment. 

 

 

 
 

FROM THE MALENY DISTRICT SPORTS & RECREATION CLUB INC 
NEWSLETTER 
 

MALENY & DISTRICT MEN’S SHED 

Another year has commenced and the Maleny Men’s Shed is 
back in full swing. 

Men’s Shed is a community-based, not for profit organization 
that is accessible to all men. There are about 1,000 Men’s Sheds 
spread throughout Australia with about 180 in Queensland. 

The Shed’s primary purpose is to provide a safe, friendly 
environment where men are able to work on meaningful 
projects in the company of other men and of course talk about 
‘blokie’ stuff. 

The Men’s Shed is not just about men indulging in cuppas and chatting, we also have 
invited visitors that provide valuable information on a wide range of topics. 

Each men’s shed identifies with the niche characteristics of the local community and 
develops its own program to suit that community - thus all Men’s Sheds are different 
and have differing activities. 

Trade skills are not a requirement for Men’s Shed membership as everyone has 
something to offer! 

The Maleny Men’s Shed meets each Tuesday between 8am and noon at the Pioneer 
Village located on Bryce Lane. Contacts for the Men’s Shed are: Peter Fitzgibbon 
54999197, Glenn Todd 54358552 and Wayne Schultz 54358006. 
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       This month’s contributor is TOM MALONE 
 
Where were you born, Tom? 

12/09/1929 in Warwick. 
 
Please describe the town/city/village where you were born? 

My parents were farmers, our farm was at Freestone, outside Warwick. My 
grandfather, Edward Malone, selected land at Swan Creek in 1865 and built the 
“White Swan”, 2 storied stone house that is heritage listed today. 
 

Family? 

I’m the second youngest of a family of 10. 
When I was 6, my family selected a block at Kokotungo, in the Dawson Valley and 
we shifted. 
 
What brought you to Maleny? And when? 

I married Desley in 1964. We moved to Maleny in 1969 when we bought her parents’ 
transport business and shops in Maleny. Her parents traded as HA & N Neilen and 
the shop, opposite Cooke Park, was the office and transport depot. We sold this 
business in 1976. 
 
What was/is your profession? 

Motor mechanic. 
 
Do you have a hobby or do you pursue an interest? 

I’ve been a member of service clubs, including Jaycees, Rotary, SES & Rural Fire 
Brigade for decades, and was the Regional President of St Vincent’s de Paul for 4 
years. I’m still a member of the Landsborough Conference. 
I enjoy fixing things, mechanical things, and keep myself busy in my “man cave”. 
 
What do you enjoy most about the Mens’ Shed? 

The companionship of other members and I enjoy working with Men’s Shed 
activities.  
 
What advice would you have for a young person today? 

To become well educated. Find something you enjoy that will lead to a happy future. 
 
Thank you, Tom. 

 

 

 

 



MLENY WOOD EXPO 2018 OPENING NIGHT 
INVITATION FOR HELPERS IN THE CHILDREN’S WORKSHOP TENT 

Dear Workshop Presenters, 

I am proud to send you all the invite to this year’s opening and hope you can make it 
as we would love to share the evening with you.  This is also the winners 
announcement of the Wootha Prize which has had so many amazing submissions this 
year.   

Here is some info and who to let know you are coming.  Its a great way to meet 
exhibitors and other presenters and join the family. 

The Opening Night of the 2018 Maleny Wood Expo and the awarding of the Sunshine 
Coast Wootha Prize will be held on FRIDAY, MAY 4TH FROM 6PM. We hope to see 
you there! 
 
Please RSVP by email info@barunglandcare.org.au or phone Barung 07 5494 3151 
Kind Regards 
Lynda Simpson 
Junior Landcare Paddock Co-ordinator 
Maleny Wood Expo 2018 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Community Events  
 

Maleny Players “Three One Act Plays” 27th 28th and 29th of April – Maleny Playhouse, 
Maleny Showgrounds. 
Maleny Wood Expo May 5th Weekend – Maleny Show-grounds. 
Quota Annual Quilt Show May 5th + 6th Weekend – Maleny High School. 
Sunshine Coast Cross Country Event May 13th – Dawn to 10.30am Maleny Golf Club and 
Community Precinct. 
Maleny Show June 1st & 2nd – Maleny Show-grounds. 
Gardening on the Edge June 9th & 10th - Starting at Maleny Show-grounds. 
Maleny Singers “lolanthe” June 16th - 24th  Maleny Community Centre. 
Knitfest Festival June 30 th & July 1st – Maleny’s Main Street. 
Qld Coast Cross CountryC’Ships August 4th – Maleny Golf Club and Community Precinct. 
Maleny Historical Society Music Muster September 18th to 24th – Maleny Pioneer Village, 
Bryce Lane. 
National Coast Cross Country C’Ships August 25th - Maleny Golf Club and Community 
Precinct. 
Wittafest Festival – September 15th 10am - 6pm Witta Sports Reserve. 
Maleny Singers “The Marriage of Figaro” – November 9th - 11th - 4pm Maleny Community 
Centre. 
Maleny Singers Annual Christmas Concert – Decemer 14th - Maleny RSL, Bunya Street. 

To include information in this events list simply email to; denvergail1@gmail.com 
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The Blonde Painter 

A blonde teenager, wanting to earn some extra money for the summer, decided to 

hire herself out as a "handy-woman”. 

She started canvassing a nearby well-to-do neighbourhood. 

She went to the front door of the first house, and asked the owner if he had any odd 

jobs for her to do. 

"Well, I guess I could use somebody to paint my porch," he said, "How much will 

you charge me?" 

Delighted, the girl quickly responded, "How about $50?" 
The man agreed and told her that the paint brushes and everything she would need 
was in the garage. 
The man's wife, hearing the conversation said to her husband, "Does she realize 
that our porch goes ALL the way around the house?" 
He responded, "That's a bit cynical, isn't it?" 
The wife replied, "You're right. I guess I'm starting to believe all those dumb blonde 
jokes we've been getting by email lately." 
Later that day, the blonde teenager came to the door to collect her money. 
"You're finished already?" the startled husband asked. 
"Yes, she replied, and I even had paint left over, so I gave it two coats."  
Impressed, the man reached into his pocket for the $50.00 and handed it to her 
along with a $10.00 tip. 
 
“And, by the way," the teenager added, "it's not a Porsche, it's a Lexus." 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Working shoulder to shoulder, for the 
benefit of the community 
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High Flight 

John Gillespie Magee, Jr 

 

Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of earth, 

And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings; 

Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth 

Of sun-split clouds, -- and done a hundred things 

You have not dreamed of -- Wheeled and soared and swung 

High in the sunlit silence. Hov'ring there 

I've chased the shouting wind along, and flung my eager craft through 

footless halls of air... 

Up, up the long, delirious, burning blue 

I've topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace 

Where never lark or even eagle flew -- 

And, while with silent lifting mind I've trod 

The high untrespassed sanctity of space, 

Put out my hand, and touched the face of God. 

 



 

 
 

That’s all for this month Maleny Men’s Shedders, and with the best of 
good wishes to those not feeling the best, get well soon.  

 

A young Arab boy asks his father, “What is that strange hat you are wearing?" 

The father said, "Why, my son, it is a 'chechia.' In the desert, it protects our 
heads from the intense heat of the sun." 

"And what is this clothing you are wearing?” asked the boy. “This long flowing 
robe seems so…” 

“Oh, my son!” exclaimed the father. “It is very simple. This is a 'djbellah.' 
As I have told you, in the desert it is not only very hot, but the sand is always 
blowing. My djbellah protects the entire body,” 

The son then asked, "But Father, what about those ugly shoes you have on your 
feet?" 

"These are 'babouches' my son,” the father replied "You must understand that 
although the desert sands are very beautiful, they are also extremely hot. These 
'babouches' keep us from burning our feet." 

"So tell me then," added the boy.. 

"Yes, my son" 

"Why are we living in South London, and still you are wearing all this shit? 
 

There was never yet an uninteresting life. Such a thing is an impossibility. 
Inside of the dullest exterior there is a drama, a comedy, and a tragedy.  
                                                                                                                     Mark Twain 

Good judgement is the result of experience and experience the result of 
bad judgement.                                                                                       Mark Twain 

Be careful about reading health books. You may die of a misprint.  
                                                                                                                     Mark Twain  

 

The old man in his mid-eighties struggles to get up from the couch then starts 
putting his coat on.  
His wife, seeing his unexpected behaviour, asks, "And where do you think you are 
going 
He replies, "I'm off to the doctor." 
She says, "Why, are you sick?"  
He says, "Nope, I'm going to get me some of that Viagra stuff." 
Hearing this the wife starts struggling to get out of her rocker, she then slowly 
goes to the cupboard and starts to put on her coat. 
The husband now looks mystified and starts to yell at his wife.  
He says, "And where on earth do you think you are going?  
Oh! she answers, "I'm off to the doctor, too.” 
He says, "Why, what do you need a doctor for?” 
She says, "Well if you're going to start using that rusty old thing again, I'm getting 
a tetanus shot!"  

 
 


