GRAVES FAMILY HISTORY
by Adrienne Doust

John Graves, 1890, aged 36

JOHN GRAVES was the eldest son of William Graves and Alice, nee Lawrence. Together with his
brother Lawrence, he left England in March 1876 and arrived in Brisbane on the Cornuvia on 23 June
1876. John was aged 21 and Lawrence 17. The brothers came out to Australia after John received a
substantial inheritance from his grandfather’s estate, to make a new life.
The sum of £250 John inherited from his grandfather’s estate financed his and his brother
Lawrence’s passage to Australia. Initially, they travelled around the northern rivers area of New
South Wales and the Brisbane area.
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On 23.1.1879 John married Margaret McDonald, born in Bury, Lancashire, England but whose family
were Scottish. John was aged 25, and Margaret was 20, when they were married by Rev James
Williams, a Primitive Methodist Minister, in the home of Margaret’s brother, Peter James McDonald,
at West End in Brisbane. The witnesses to the wedding were Margaret’s brother Peter and an Ellen
Robinson. Since Peter’s wife’s maiden name was Robinson, it is reasonable to assume this was a
relative of hers.
Margaret had come to Australia with her parents and siblings when she was 6 years of age. Within a
year of their arriving, her mother, Ann McDonald, died and when her father, Peter McDonald,
married shortly afterwards, her older sisters were not happy as they did not get along with the new
wife, so they left home and took Margaret with them. Ann, the eldest, was married just a week after
Peter married his new (third) wife. When she was 11, Margaret’s father died but she and her sisters
and brothers retained a lifelong close relationship with their father’s brother, John McDonald, who
had accompanied the family from Scotland, never married, and was always involved with his nieces
and nephews’ families, as well as Margaret’s half-brother William McDonald, who was their father’s
eldest child from his first marriage.
John’s brothers and sister
John and Lawrence later were joined by two more of their siblings, firstly Thomas, then James, then
Alice Emma.
However it was John’s brother Lawrence whose life was most intertwined with John’s. In July of
1879, Lawrence returned to England to collect his inheritance. He remained in England for several
months and was present when the boys’ mother, Alice Graves, passed away on 14.11.1879.
During the period 1883 to 1885, Lawrence again returned to England. According to the
Reminiscences of the boys’ older sister, Annie Styan, while John married and settled down, Lawrence
travelled over New Zealand and returned to England as he was engaged to Emily Dixon, to collect his
£250 and marry Emily.
Inconveniently for Lawrence, Emily was “not ready” and he came back to Australia in late 1885. He
persuaded his sister Alice Emma to accompany Emily to Brisbane the following Spring and Lawrence
and Emily were married the day the young ladies arrived, 21.7.1886, in the Congregational Church in
Adelaide Street Brisbane.
Lawrence and Emily went to live with John in Maleny, however, after the birth of their first child in
Brisbane on 4.8.1887, Emily refused to return to Maleny and the family moved to Mt Drain/Drane,
Tenningering, to live, where Lawrence worked as a miner.
In 1891 John was declared bankrupt and at the time the mortgagee sold off Portion 1283 (which had
originally been selected by Lawrence), Lawrence left Mt Drain and moved back to Maleny, hoping to
receive some money from the sale. This was not to be.
In Mid 1893 John left Maleny, taking two bullock teams with him. He went to Charters Towers to get
work felling timber for the railways. Six months later John’s family joined him.
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Lawrence decided to try cane farming and moved to Homebush, later Plain Creek near Sarina where
he share farmed for a few years from 1897, then he also moved to Charters Towers where he
worked as a miner.
John purchased a property at The Fanning, near Charters Towers, and while he remained there, his
family moved to Townsville. At about the same time – in 1905 – Lawrence also moved to Townsville
where he worked as a night watchman.
Thomas came to Australia with his brother Lawrence in late 1879/early 1880, aged 16. Whether he
received his inheritance when he turned 21 is not known. He lived with John and worked for him as
a bullock driver. In 1884 he married Mary (Polly) McKernan, who was also living with John and
Margaret and working as their maid. In 1886 his address was Durundur, later Woodford and he
applied for a Selection of 320 acres that year.
Ann Graves wrote, “Uncle Tom was a great favourite with us. He was awfully quiet but would take a
rise out of you without a smile, but his eyes would twinkle. Aunt Polly, his wife, was an English
migrant and went to Maleny to work for mother. She also was very popular. She was small, fair
complexion and very bright, not a strong character but a lovable one. They were totally different to
mother and father. I am always glad mother was strict with us and made us do as we were told
when we were young. Aunt Polly was soft with her children and they were grizzly, sickly sort of
children, totally different to us.”
When John and later his family moved to Charters Towers, Thomas forfeited his Selection and
moved to Charters Towers also, where he worked as a wood stacker. He later moved to Townsville
when John’s family moved there.

Polly Graves, nee McKernan

James must have decided to join his brothers in Australia after receiving his inheritance, and arrived
in Brisbane on the Linlithgowshire on 15 January 1884. He was 22 when he arrived, lived with John
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and worked for him as a bullock driver. However, less than two years later, he suffered from
“intermittent fever” for six weeks during a rainy season. His sister Susannah wrote that it was some
time before they could get a doctor and although he was taken to Brisbane Hospital, he died. He is
buried in Toowong Cemetery, Brisbane.
Buried with him is their sister, Alice Emma, who also had a sad ending. She accompanied Lawrence’s
future bride, Emily, on the John Elder, arriving in Brisbane on 21.7.1886. In 1889 she married John
James McCorkell, a storekeeper but also an inveterate gambler, and they had five children. When
Alice Emma died on 4.5.1904 from typhoid fever, her husband had predeceased her, leaving their
children orphaned. John’s wife, Margaret, took in the youngest child, Alice, who was 2 years old,
and she lived with Margaret and her children in Charters Towers and then Townsville until she
was 17.
Taking up land
In January 1879 when John Graves was married, his place of residence was Caboolture and it is likely
that his bride, Margaret, had been living nearby with her sister Jessie, Jessie’s husband John
Anderson and their children.
Before he left England John had worked on the family farm, taking over The Leases farm at the age
of 17 when his father died, and later, when the owner of The Leases sold it, he worked for his
brother-in-law, William Styan, as a shepherd. In Caboolture his occupation was butcher.
He spent several years at Waraba/Wararba (now Wamuran), which was the first centre north of the
Caboolture River to attract business activity. The road north from Brisbane passed through Wararba
and a store was set up there by Joseph Bell. By the early 1870s Wararba also had a hotel, a postal
service had started, and John Simpson opened a butcher shop which led to other shops springing up
around his.
John was no doubt attracted to the prospect of earning good money by timber-getting and he
selected land where the township of Maleny, on the Blackall Range, now stands, after a road was
cut, linking Landsborough with Maleny. Details of John’s land dealings are set out in coming pages.
In the 17 November 1922 edition of Chronicle and North Coast Advertiser the Editor refers to a letter
which stated the names of the original pioneers of Maleny. The list includes John, and after his
name it states “who owned the whole of what is now Maleny township.” In the Nambour Chronicle
and North Coast Advertiser on 28 December 1923 under the title Maleny’s Early Settlement, John is
again quoted as being one of the pioneers of the timber trade in Maleny. The article goes on to say
that timber getting was the means of obtaining a livelihood for the early settlers, though much
difficulty was experienced in transporting the logs to their destination. All the timber was drawn by
bullock teams to the coast, where it was rafted down into Bribie Passage where it was taken aboard
ships bound for Melbourne or Sydney.
As far as John’s timber is concerned, he took his timber to Coochin Creek, where the Campbell family
had built a sawmill in 1881. Prior to this, timber getters would sell their timber to traders for food
and supplies. In my great-aunt Ann Graves’ Reminiscences, she describes, “Puppa had bullock teams
and had men working for him cutting timber and hauling it to a shute where it was rolled down the
side of the mountain and then loaded onto the bullock wagons and taken to the saw mill.”
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However, the ever expanding railway cut short the Campbells’ sawmill business and they moved it to
Albion, Brisbane, in 1890. This was quite likely the impetus for John to sell to the Lahey Brothers
part of his land in Maleny for the building of a sawmill at about the same time.
John is also cited in Dave Hankinson’s ‘Reminiscences of Maleny’ as one of the pioneers of the
timber trade. Hankinson recalls a dispute between John and a fellow pioneer, Isaac Burgess, as to
the size of a huge cedar tree that had been felled on the boundary of John’s property and Crown
Land. During the argument he says that Mr Burgess bet John £5 that he could turn a horse and dray
on the stump without falling off. Cedar flitches were used to get the dray on and off the stump. Mr
Burgess won the bet.
In the early days, there were no shops, and it was a common practice for John to purchase supplies
for not only his family but on behalf of his neighbours as well, when he took his timber to Coochin
Creek. Maleny’s first school was built in 1886 and it is likely John’s children were among the earliest
to attend this school. John acted as Maleny’s Postal Receiving Officer in 1890, 1891 and 1892 before
a postmaster was officially appointed.
John’s and Lawrence’s land dealings
1. There were selections made by John in the Caboolture area, one of which involved his
brother-in-law, John Anderson. Also, it appears there may have been connections between
John and other family members as regards the selection of land in the Maleny/Mt Mee area,
as John Anderson owned a Portion of land which included Mt Mee, two portions of land
which adjoined his land on the southern boundary were owned by a P G Anderson, a
portion west of Mt Mee was owned by C J Ballinger, the father of John’s brother-in-law,
Thomas John Ballinger, and a portion located just north of Lawrence’s selection was owned
by John McDonald, quite possibly Margaret’s uncle or brother, both named John McDonald.
2. On 26.8.1880 Lawrence Graves applied for Selection 3426A of 1885 acres, being Portion
1283.
Selectors were required to pay ten years’ rent and at the end of three years they were
required to provide proof they had resided on the property for that time and had made
improvements to a certain value. Upon fulfilment of those conditions they were issued with
a Certificate of Fulfilment and a Deed of Title was issued, meaning that the land was
converted from leasehold to freehold, owned by the selector.
The Bailiff of Crown Lands for Brisbane District reported on 11 August 1883 that Mr John
Pitt, the occupier of neighbouring Portion 1282 and Mr William Simpson, supplied the
necessary attestation that Lawrence had resided on the selection for three years and that
the following improvements had been made:
Weatherboard house, shingle roof, six rooms, verandah all round, of beech £350. 0.0
Weatherboard kitchen, beech, three rooms, verandah front & back
£60. 0.0
Two houses shingle roofs (workers)
£40. 0.0
45 acres felled at £2.10.0 per acre
£112.10.0
£562.10.0
3. On 20.9.1880 John Graves applied for Selection No 5689 of 100 acres, being Portion 81,
Parish of Byron County of Stanley, Ipswich Land Agents District. This Selection was located
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at Wararba and the place of birth of John’s children is evidence of the family’s residing
there, up to 1885.
4. On 24.10.1883 Lawrence transferred his Selection, Portion 1283, to John Graves and John
raised a loan of £600 from the South Australian Land Mortgage & Agency Co Ltd at the same
time, so clearly John needed to borrow money in order to obtain this Selection from his
brother. However, John remained living at Waraba until February 1885 and in the meantime
he installed ‘bailiffs’ to occupy Portion 1283 in his stead – J Burton from October 1883 to
February 1884 and J Green from January 1884 to January 1885. A Deed of Grant was issued
to John on 26.1.1887 after he paid the remainder of the 10 years’ rent (£161.0.2).
5. On 13.3.1885 John Pitt transferred his Selection, being Portion 1282 to John Graves. Portion
1282 comprised 315 acres, located in the Parish of Maleny, County of March, Land Agents
District of Brisbane, and adjoined Lawrence’s Portion 1283.
To be able to acquire this Selection, John had to forfeit the Selection referred to at 3. above,
which was cancelled on 28.2.1885 and later opened for re-selection.
At the time of the transfer, John paid the remainder of the 10 years’ rent (£42.13.1) and the
Bailiff of Crown Lands reported that the following improvements had been carried out on
the Selection:
Weatherboard house shingled
£50. 0.0
12 acres cleared and cultivated at £7
£84. 0.0
13 acres felled at £2.10.0
£32.10.0
25 chain two rail split fence at 16/£18.10.0
£185. 0.0

6.
7.
8.

9.

10.

A Deed of Grant was issued to John for Portion 1282 on 17.12.1885. On 18.3.1886 he
mortgaged Portion 1282 to Thomas Mowbray for a £400 loan and on 1.12.1886 he paid out
the mortgage of £600 over Portion 1283 to the South Australian Land Mortgage & Agency
Company, by raising a loan from the Royal Bank of Queensland, using 1283 as security. Over
£2,400 remained unpaid to this Bank at the time of John’s bankruptcy in 1891. Also at the
time of his bankruptcy, John owed £600 to Messrs Gaden & Abercrombie (from whom he
had presumably borrowed money to pay out his mortgage to Thomas Mowbray), secured by
a mortgage over Portion 1282.
On 3.1.1888 John Graves applied for Selection 588 being 160 acres at Maleny but this was
cancelled on 6.6.1888 and the rent & survey fees refunded on that date.
On 18.12.1888 John Graves applied for Selection 1112 being 160 acres at Maleny but this
was cancelled on 15.2.1889 and the rent & survey fees refunded on that date.
On 29.11.1889 John Graves applied for Selection 1625 of 160 acres, being Portion 106V
located north of Portions 1282 and 1283. He was issued a licence to commence on 1.7.1890
but on 3.12.1891 this was forfeited and the land later was re-opened to selection.
On 20.4.1892 Lawrence Graves applied for Selection 2110 of 160 acres, being Portion 104V,
located just west of Portion 1283. He was issued a licence to commence on 1.1.1893 but on
26.9.1893 this was forfeited and the land later was re-opened to selection.
At the time of his bankruptcy, John owed £160 to T J Ballinger, his brother-in-law, which was
secured by a mortgage over property described as 40 acres at Kedron, Brisbane. No details
relating to this property have been found.
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The map below shows Portions 1282, 1283 and 106V in the name of John Graves. Lawrence’s
Portion 104V is only just off the map, on the left hand side. Graves Creek is shown, as is the position
of the 6 acres of land John subdivided off Portion 1282 for the Lahey Brothers’ sawmill. A property
to the north of Portion 1283 can also be seen, in the name of John McDonald – very likely to be
either Margaret’s uncle or brother.

John and Margaret Graves and family
Back: Ann, Ethel, Donald, Mabel, Agnes; Front: Margaret, Olive, Dora, John, Ella
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John’s family
Ann Graves gave a good description in her Reminiscences of John and Margaret. She said, “Puppa
was a fairly big man, never much to say, left our upbringing to mother but when he spoke we all
took notice. Mother was medium build, dark hair and grey eyes. She was very strict with the first
half of the family then she relaxed a bit until we said she spoilt Ella but she said we did that.”
John and Margaret’s first child was a son, who they named Lawrence, being John’s mother’s maiden
name. Their beloved son was killed at the age of 5 in sad circumstances during the trip up the range
from Wararba. He was riding on the bullock dray and when they stopped briefly he jumped down
and picked some flowers for his little sister, Agnes. He was climbing back up on the wheel out of
sight of the bullocky when the order was given to the bullocks to go and Lawrence was crushed by
the wheel. The following portrait of him, dressed in Scottish regalia, always hung in the family
home.

Lawrence Graves (6.11.1879-2.4.1885)
There were six more children born in Maleny – five girls and one boy – and another two girls were
born after they moved to Charters Towers.
Life in Maleny
For several years John made good money felling cedar and other timber, and raised his family.
John’s land dealings indicate that while living at Wararba he acquired as much land as possible for
the purpose of felling the timber growing on it. Until Lawrence returned from England in 1879 with
his £250 inheritance, presumably it was John’s inheritance which provided the capital for the
brothers to acquire land and buy the necessary equipment including bullocks, pay wages of workers
and build a house. Lawrence’s travels in New Zealand and trip home to England were also likely to
have been financed by John, as any wages Lawrence earned would have been minimal. The fact that
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there were improvements on Lawrence’s Selection to a value of £562.10.0 in 1883 when he
transferred it to John would surely indicate that John had assisted Lawrence in the building of the
house and clearing of 45 acres.
The house which had been built on Portion 1282 when John acquired it from its original selector was
much smaller than the house which had been built on Portion 1283. As John owned both Portions
1282 and 1283 at that time, it is reasonable to assume it was the house on Portion 1283 that he
chose to live in when he moved with his family from Wararba to Maleny in April 1885. In fact, this
house provided accommodation for not only John and his growing family, it was also where his
brotherLawrence and later his wife Emily lived for a while, as well as their brother James 1884-1886,
their sister Alice Emma from 1886 and brother Thomas, not to mention Polly McKernan who was
employed by John and Margaret as their maid and who later married Thomas. It was said by an
elderly Maleny resident who remembered the Graves family living on the top of the hill, that when
the birth of one of Margaret’s children was imminent, to summon the midwife she would hang a red
blanket on the clothes line. Ann Graves described in her Reminiscences that “Puppa had a house
built on the top of the mountain where Maleny now stands and it was the biggest in the district and
we kept open house. The visiting clergy all stayed there and had the church services there; it didn’t
matter what denomination. Maleny was a terribly wet place; it always seemed to be raining. We
used to send to England for grass seed and there used to be a lot of English daisies and forgetmenot
plants would come up, as well as clover which the bees loved. There was always somebody getting
stung.”
During 1886 John obtained five bullock wagons plus tackling and bullocks. These required licences,
the cost of which was determined by the width of the tyres on the wagons. John took out three
licences in his own name, one in the name of his brother James, whose address was shown as
Blackall Range, and the other in the name of Margaret’s brother William McDonald, whose address
was shown as Mellum Creek (now Landsborough). Unfortunately, James died within days of his
licence being issued.
In 1888 and 1889 John selected more land but each time it was discontinued. On 26.6.1889 he
subdivided Portion 1282, transferring a little over 6 acres to the Lahey Brothers, John, Wesley,
Isaiah, Thomas George and David, so that they could build a sawmill. John retained the remaining
308 acres. In September 1889 a group of selectors petitioned the Minister for Lands “for a surveyed
road through the land owned by J Graves, the road already surveyed being useless, leading as it does
to Coochin instead of Mellum as desired … there is a good road to be had … which is used at the
present by J Graves for the removal of timber.” The road referred to ran across Portion 1282 from
east to west and is currently known as Maple and Cedar Streets.
The following year, Lawrence and his family wanted to return to England to live and on 2.6.1890 the
brothers entered into an agreement for Lawrence to sell to John 1,000 acres, being “his share of
Selection 1283” for the sum of £3,000 together with interest. This was to be paid by John by way of
six promissory notes of £500 at six-monthly intervals.
Bankruptcy
On 18.6.1891 John petitioned for his own bankruptcy, citing “general depression in timber trade,
wet weather and refusal of Lahey Brothers to take timber according to contract” and listing debts of
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over £6,000. John’s assets were shown as Portions 1282 and 1283 (valued at £10,560) together with
some timber, two bullock teams and tackling.
A meeting of his creditors was held on 13.6.1891 at his solicitor’s office, where affidavits were signed
by the nine creditors present, setting out what John owed to them and what each debt related to.
The meeting was held in accordance with the provisions of the Insolvency Act of 1874 and
resolutions were made that: John’s affairs be liquidated by arrangement and not in insolvency,
George Barrymore be appointed Trustee, John D Campbell, Lawrence Graves, John McNab and
T J Ballinger be a committee of inspection, John be allowed to keep his furniture and that he be
allowed his certificate of release after the expiration of one month. After the Trustee certified that
he had no objection, John was discharged as a bankrupt on 15.9.1891. John’s creditors were as
follows:
Creditor
Secured creditors:
The Royal Bank of Queensland (secured by mortgage over Portion 1283)
- Estimated value £8,760
Gaden & Abercrombie (Commercial Banking Co of Sydney, Brisbane)
- (secured by mortgage over Portion 1282)
- Estimated value £1,800
T J Ballinger of Dinmore Qld (secured by mortgage of £5,000 over
40 acres at Kedron, Brisbane)
- Estimated value £300
Partly secured creditor:
Lawrence Graves, Maleny (security consists of 56 working bullocks,
2 wagons and certain timber) – Value estimated by Lawrence £800
Creditors for rent, rates, assessments and wages:
Caboolture Divisional Board for rates
John Healy, Maleny, for wages
Liability of Bills discounted by insolvent:
Lahey Brothers (security held by Royal Bank of Qld)
Lahey Brothers (security held by Qld National Bank)
Lahey Brothers (security held by Qld Deposit Bank)
Unsecured creditors:
Thomas Graves, for Promissory Note due and payable 4.10.1891
Daniel McNab, General Draper of Brisbane, for goods supplied (as per
an account, several pages long, which listed clothes, material, blankets,
books etc, much of which presumably had been supplied to other settlers)
Henry Fowler, for timber supplied and crosscutting work carried out
amounting to £223.13.2 but reduced by pay-cheques and payment by John
of his ‘store account’ – balance owing
Francis Dunlop, Butcher of Landsborough, for meat supplied, £7.8.3,
plus £1 for work done drawing cedar to Landsborough
John Healy, for wages as per agreement, from January 1890 to
June 1891 at 3/4 per day
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Amount of debt

£2,428.02.6

£613.10. 0

£160.15.6

£3,100. 0.0
£40. 0.0
£50. 0.0
£106. 0.0
£50. 0.0
£43. 0.0
£21. 0.0

£49.12.10½

£84. 3.3
£8. 8.3
£58. 3.2
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James M Campbell, member of the firm of Jas Campbell & Sons, Brisbane,
for a Promissory note of £60.11.4 plus three Promissory Notes in
favour of McCorkell & Co, endorsed in favour of Jas Campbell & Sons
for £269.10.0 (Jas Campbell & Sons – James Snr and his sons, John D and
James M – operated the sawmill used by John in Coochin Creek up to 1890)
J J McCorkell, Storekeeper of Brisbane (John’s brother-in-law, married to
his sister, Alice Emma) for two Promissory Notes in his favour

£330.01.4
£142.18.2

On 29.7.1892 Portion 1282 was sold by the Mortgagee, the Royal Bank of Queensland, to Thomas
Coar Dixon for £2,750 and on 23.10.1894 Portion 1283 was sold by the Mortgagee, the Commercial
Banking Co of Sydney, Brisbane, for £650 to the same Mr Dixon. In each case, the sale price was
enough to cover the amount of the mortgage debt but less than a third of its value, and left no
residual money to cover any of the other debts. Whether any of the other creditors was repaid by
John, we will never know. However, in his letters to his wife, written after leaving Maleny in mid
1893, John said, “I do not think that it was a good plan to leave the timber on the Range in Fowler’s
hands; he is bound to act crooked if there is a chance.” Also, “… John Simpson of Coochin wants to
be paid for some repairs he did to the wagons before I left. I told him Lorrie would pay him when he
sold the cedar but it seems Lorrie declines doing so but anyhow he will have to wait; I am not going
to put myself out to pay him. I had nothing to do with the beech, that all belongs to Lorrie.”
Moving on from Maleny
John decided to start all over again by going to Charters Towers where he knew he could get work
cutting and hauling timber for the railway line then being built eastward to Townsville. As Ann
Graves put it, “Everything had been going well at Maleny when we had a very wet season and a
timber order was not fulfilled on time. Father had the contract drawn up by a reputable man but
there was just some loop-hole for the sawmiller to evade following up the contract. Puppa lost
practically everything.
We had very heavy rain and floods at that time and quite a lot of the banks went broke, so it was no
disgrace to have failed. He could have borrowed money to carry on with but he was tired of the rain
and decided to quit.” (So dire was the situation at the time that at least one bank, now known as
the National Australia Bank, closed its doors.)
Severe weather caused flooding not only in Maleny but in Brisbane itself in 1887 and 1890, then in
1893 Maleny suffered possibly its worst ever flood, after 36 inches of rain fell in 24 hours.
John set off into the scrub with his two bullock teams, travelling through Hughenden along the way.
It took him six months to get to Southern Cross, 12 miles west of Charters Towers, where he set up
camp and eventually sent for his family.
On 1.1.1894 the family attended the combined Sunday School picnic at Landsborough – clearly a big
event. The Graves children are in the following photo, somewhere. It was soon after this photo was
taken that Margaret and the children set off for Charters Towers and so ended the Maleny part of
their lives.

Graves family history

Page 11

Graves family history

Page 12

