A Celebration of the Life of

18th September 1954 – 26th January 2019
Gregson & Weight Funeral Chapel
Caloundra
Tuesday 5th February 2019

Order 0f Service
A Celebration of the Life of Diane Jeanette Bailo
Officiated by Celebrant Jacqueline Gray

Opening Music
‘Hallelujah’ & ‘Perfect’, by Brooklyn Duo

Welcome
Jacqui Gray

Eulogy
Diane’s sisters - Elaine, Lorraine and Sue

Reflections and Tributes
Diane’s children - Brooke, Garth and Emily
Diane’s school friend – Denise
Words from Diane’s husband Rob

Photo Reflection
Committal
Closing Music &Floral Tribute
‘Memories’, by Elvis Presley
After the service, you are all warmly invited to share memories, stories and
refreshments in the catering lounge at Gregson and Weight Funerals, followed by
a gathering at the Caloundra Powerboat Club. Diane’s family would like to thank
their community of family and friends for their extraordinary love and support at this
difficult time.

Diane’s Story

Diane Jeanette Dunlop – “Di” – was born on the 18th September, 1954 at Boothville
Hospital, Windsor, to Bert and Thelma Dunlop. Diane had three older sisters, Janice,
Elaine and Lorraine. Bert and Thelma and the four girls lived at No. 10, Twelfth
Avenue, Kedron. Their home life was very happy and had close contact with other
members of the family and close friends.
Three years after Di was born, Bert and Thelma had another daughter, Suzanne.
Diane and Sue were inseparable, and Bert referred to them as “Heckyl and Jeckyl.”
The girls called themselves “The Dunlop Five” and were always the best of friends –
a credit to their parents, to have such a beautiful relationship between siblings.
Diane, who was known as “Disey” to family, had a very determined gene, no one
could make her do anything that she didn’t think was right. She also wouldn’t take
the last piece of food from a plate. She would always make sure that she didn’t have
the biggest half of anything that her and Sue shared. Di always made sure that it was
50/50, no more and no less.
Diane went to Kedron State School where she was a very good student, with the
principal once telling Bert that she was the brightest student he had at the school
while he was there. She met her lifelong friend Denise Reedman in Grade One.

The family enjoyed holidays at Bulcock Beach, Caloundra, and the girls always took
their friends on holidays with them. Di later attended Wavell High School where
she was also a good student and enjoyed playing netball. The Dunlop family also
attended the Kedron Methodist Church where Di belonged to the Ray’s Girls’ group
and later became a leader with Denise. It was through church events where Diane
met her other good friend, Julie Eeles. Di also enjoyed the Youth Group and went to
Church Camps at Southport.
After leaving school, Di went to Business College. She was then was called up to the
Public Service and she obtained a position in the Treasury Department and at one
time working for the Under Treasurer. He once told her father that she was a very
respected worker.
Di and her friends went to local dances and Sound Lounges and went to shows. At
one show, she heard a young Brisbane singer named Jon Blanchfield and she kept
his music alive on Brisbane radio for years after he stopped performing. She would
regularly call the radio station using different names, so the radio station didn’t think
he only had the one fan!
Di started going to the Windsor/Zillmere AFL Club with friends and this is where she
met Rob Bailo who played A Grade for the Club. The next year she won the Miss
Windsor/Zillmere Competition. Rob thought she was the most beautiful girl he had
ever seen but didn’t approach her initially as he thought she might think she was too
good for him. He found out that this was not the case and always remembers her
being very shy and beautiful.
A couple of years later they were engaged and then married in the Albert Street
Uniting Church on the 2nd May, 1975, followed by their reception at the Panorama
Room at Cloudland. Their first house was at Strathpine, then Rob built a lovely

home at Morayfield. Brooke Eloise was born on the 3rd May, 1981 at the Boothville
Hospital where Di was born followed by Garth Robert on the 17th October, 1983.
The family then shifted to Maleny where Rob and Di built a lovely home overlooking
rolling hills. Emily Anne was born on the 19th September, 1990, the day after Diane’s
birthday.
The family had a very happy life living in Maleny where they had a Furniture
Restoration business. Di picked up and delivered furniture and when she went to
Brisbane, she would always call in to visit her Mother and Father and sisters.
Diane was a wonderful daughter to Thelma and Bert. When Thelma had a stroke,
she came down to help Bert look after her, and after she passed away Di brought
meals down for Bert and took him out for lunches, regularly to Hungry Jacks which
was one of Bert’s favourite lunch places. When Bert went to Eventide Nursing
Home, Di visited him each week without fail.
She was also a wonderful sister to Jan when she was a resident at Bupa Nursing
Home, New Farm. Di and her sisters would take her on the City Cat to Southbank.
Di also loved the City Cat. She recently developed a love for Bulimba where she and
her sisters visited one of Thelma’s relatives.
Diane loved being a mum, dropping the children off and picking them up from their
activities, being a very active part in their lives, welcoming partners and especially
glowing with happiness and pride as her grandchildren came along - Hannah,
Imogen, Elise, Chelsea and Ivy. Di was a devoted, loving grandmother to her five
little granddaughters. She adored them and they loved her also, she was always
buying little dresses and lovely dolls for them. She used to watch each of Brooke’s
kids one day a week when she returned to work. When Brooke had to go to Hervey
Bay for work, Di would have the girls in Maleny for a sleepover. She was always

looking after her grandchildren and what she called her “Grand dogs”, and she loved
having them. She loved the beach, and memories of her many, many family holidays
in Caloundra with her family.
Di was very busy since July this year organising reunions; one with her sisters for
the Kedron Methodist Church and one that she organised by herself for the Treasury
Dept. Di contacted all of the people she used to work with and had them write
their stories. Sadly, she didn’t get to attend the Treasury reunion as she was in the
Sunshine Coast Hospital. Rob collected the stories from home and found that Di
had hers on the bottom of the pile – so like Di!
In October 2018, Di contracted Influenza A and pneumonia and spent three and a
half months in hospital, first in Sunshine Coast Hospital and then in the Gold Coast
University Hospital. Rob and her loving family were there every bit of the way, day
in and day out by her side.
Di had a good and fulfilling life, if not long enough for her family. Being a wife,
a home maker, a mum, a grandmother was everything to her. Being a little bit
shy, she showed her love to everyone by looking after them, cooking favourite
dishes, creating fabulous Christmases, buying clothes and gifts for the children and
grandchildren, and gathering everyone together every year in November for a week
in Caloundra. Di was very a very kind, thoughtful, generous and selfless person who
was loved and admired by everyone, always putting those around her first. She had
a phenomenal memory, and remembered every niece and nephew’s birthday, and
those of all the extended family. She will be greatly missed by so many as a wife,
mother, grandmother, sister, aunty, cousin, daughter-in-law and friend. We are all
very fortunate to have had her in our lives and she’ll forever live on in our hearts.

Legacy of Love
Author Unknown
A wife, a mother, a grandma too,
This is the legacy we have from you.
You taught us love and wrong from right,
You gave us strength, you gave us might.
A stronger person would be hard to find,
And in your heart, you were always kind.
You fought for us all in one way or another,
Not just as a wife not just as a mother.
For all of us you gave your best,
Now the time has come for you to rest.
So go in peace, you’ve earned your sleep,
Your love in our hearts, we’ll eternally keep

“I will always remember Di as being a kind, funny, and
generous sister who I will love forever.” - Elaine Stephens
“Treasured memories of family holidays at Caloundra.
Much fun jumping from diving boards at Bulcock Beach.” - Lorraine Perry
“My big sister Disey and I were inseparable as kids
– we did absolutely everything together.” - Sue Maher
“What can I say about Di, her courage, her inner strength, that great smile, her ability to
care for so many people. She is not just my Sister-in-law but also my great mate. I could
not be prouder of her.” - Darryl Stephens
“I remember how happy Diane looked when she married Rob at Albert St Church and
later at Cloudland.” - Wayne Perry
“Di was a great sister and friend to Sue and was there in time of need for our family.
Our boys will cherish the time spent at their Aunty Di’s home.” - Russell Maher
“Diane was 4 years old when I started taking out her big sister Jan in 1959. I have always
thought of her as a little sister. She was very cute then and grew into a beautiful and
caring adult; she remembered every family members’ birthdays and other anniversaries.
She rang me regularly after Jan passed away to see how I was coping. My daughters and
I loved her dearly and will miss her very much.” - Tony Beal
“I remember that Disey was a great companion for Uncle Bert. If he was going out in the
car she was always there with him – his little shadow. When we were older, Lorraine,
Diane and I would sit up on the top bunk in the girls bedroom at Kedron and tell scary
stories.” - Barbara O’Rourke
“My sister Barbara and I have fond memories of the many happy times we shared
with our cousin Diane and all the Dunlop girls both at Twelfth Ave Kedron and while
holidaying at Caloundra.” - Allan Dunlop
“A precious memory is the three of us together at Julie’s wedding with Diane and Denise
as her bridesmaids.” - Denise Townley & Julie Walker
“We will always cherish the beautiful memories we have of our loving friend, Di. She will
always be remembered for her kindness, warmth and gentle spirit. She will remain in our
hearts forever.” - Sue Moloney and friends from Treasury Department

