MARGARET WooDs MCCAMLEY
1966 - 2017

Vale Margaret Woods McCamiley s, cea parkes

The news of the passing of born and bred Maleny
local Margaret Woods McCamley on December

3 spread quickly through the local community in
the days following, with a sense of disbelief that
at 51, someone who had still been so young,
vibrant and full of life, was no longer with us.

The huge crowd of around 600 people that came
together at the Gregson & Weight's Chapel at
Buderim last week for a celebration of Margaret's
life was a testament to the number of people’s
lives that Margaret had touched.

The service was led by Maleny High School’s
former Chappy, Chris Davis, who had worked
alongside Margaret when she led the school’s
Chaplaincy committee.

Margaret, born in Nambour in 1966, was the
eldest child of seven born to dairy farmers
Florence (Flo) and the late Francis (Frank) Woods.

After being educated at Maleny primary and
high schools, Margaret attended Burdekin
Agricultural College, graduating with a Diploma
in Agriculture.

Whilst attending the Burdekin Ag College,
Margaret joined the CMF and served in the
Army Reserve with the Australian Army 31st
Independent Rifles, and she was also a nurse for
a number of years.

Margaret had three daughters, Kelly Ann,
Wanetta and Belinda, with her first husband
and later went on to foster and ultimately adopt
Cynthia and Marie Anne.

SERVICING GLASS HOUSE to PALMWOODS

Winston Johnson, who shared the eulogy at the
service, explained that Margaret's fostering and
adopting of the girls was not an unusual act of
kindness by Margaret, as for most of her adult
life, Margaret had given sanctuary in her home to
families in difficult circumstances.

In the year 2000 Margaret was introduced to
Greg McCamley. As Greg's employment took him
to remote areas, he and Margaret continued a
long distance relationship and eventually they
married in 2008.

The wedding took place at the Woods family’s
One Tree Hill farm on Mountain View Road and
the wedding service was performed by Chris
‘Chappy’ Davis.

Following their wedding, Margaret moved

from Maleny for a short time living in Innisfail.
However when Greg's job took him to Mt Isa,
being a Maleny girl at heart Margaret returned
home with Belinda and, over the next three
years, Greg would commute until finally moving
permanently to Maleny.

Over the years Margaret developed strong
connections in the Maleny community, supporting
many local organisations including Quota, the
Maleny Show Society, Blackall Range Care,
Maleny High School Chaplaincy, Maleny High
P&C, Fat Quilters, the Maleny Police by caring
for families at risk, and Beyond Blue, as well as
campaigning for a Hydro Therapy pool for Maleny.
During her working life, Margaret worked on
the farm, cleaned for Maleny Sadies, nursed

at Maleny
Hospital,
assisted at
the Maleny
Amcal
Pharmacy,
assisted with Palliative Care at Erowal and, in
recent years, was the voice behind the letterboxe
at the Maleny Post Office Mail Room.

Growing up, Margaret's family was actively
involved in their church and she had a strong
religious faith.

At the service there were many people who paid
tribute to Margaret, including her sister Janet, he
daughters, friends, and members of her church
group, all sharing many anecdotes of Margaret
and her antics.

Margaret was described as a good friend and a
formidable enemy; she wasn't the kind of person
who left you wondering what she thought, becaust
if she thought it, then she probably said it.

She was described as a loud, noisy, happy,
friendly, person who was caring and
compassionate, who could work hard and, on
occasion, play hard.

Margaret wouldn't go to a party, she was the
party. She was one tough lady, bold as brass on
the outside, but she could be super sensitive on
the inside. She was kind and generous, loved her
family and friends and contributed much to the
lives of others.
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Maleny State School 1979
Year 8

Back - Tony Potter, Douglas Cox, Brian Whalley, Stephen Newsham, Anthony Fritz

Middle - Alan Denning, Robert McPhee, Trevor Kruck, Kym Newton, Diana Gillies, Karen Dunstan,
Dale Diefenbach, Craig Irvine, Mark Newsham

Front - Maria Vogel, Patricia Hall, Alison Carbery, Margaret Woods, Mrs Meg Barrett, Mr Barry
McNamara, Linda Nicholls, Sandra Engle, Leigh Cork, Jacky Walker
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