
Blackall Range School 
First School on the Range 

In 1886, the Blackall Range Provisional School (No 511) started at Wootha, on the 
property of Mr Joseph McCarthy with 12 pupils and the teacher was Mr William Verrent. 
The school was built not far from the McCarthy’s home and consisted of one long room 
with a smaller room at one end, which served as a bed-sitting room for one of the early 
teachers, Mrs O’Sullivan, a widow with two small children.  The partition was later removed 
and a veranda added.  Class sizes went up to 70 students a day, with just one teacher, 
assisted by the older students, who would mentor the younger children.  In 1937 the 
Blackall Range School was called the Wootha School.  In 1949 the school closed and the 
building was later relocated and incorporated into the Palmwoods School.  

Blackall Range Day & Sunday School 15 - 11- 1914 
Back - Maud Ewin, Billy Ewin, Miss Benjon (School Teacher) 
Second - Rita Campbell, Mary Campbell (Kirby), Edwin Ewin, Pauline Campbell 
(Green) 
Third - Bruce Campbell, Claude Campbell, John Campbell 
Front - ? Ewin, Laurie (Lawrence) Campbell, Charlie (Charles) Campbell, Ted (Edwin) 
Campbell



Details from the Blackall Range State School 
Annual Return, 1911.
If you had a child attend the school in 1911, 
apart from it closing for the school holidays, it 
also closed for:
St Patrick's Day
St George's Day
Polling Day
Coronation Day
Nambour Show
Brisbane Exhibition
Friendly Society's Day
Maleny Races
St Andrew's Day

Annual Returns in different years note when it 
closed for such occasions as: Visit of the 
Duke and Duchess of York to Landsborough, 
wet weather, Maleny Patriotic Bazaar (WWI), 
Maleny Show, Noosa Show, Woombye Show, 
Caboolture Show, Maleny Ambulance Sports, 
and the School Picnic.
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