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Mr. A. Hayes
There passed away in the Nambour General Hospital last
week a very old resident of the Montville district in the person of
Mr. Arthur Hayes.
Mr. Hayes at one time conducted a blacksmithing
business in Maleny prior to taking up residence in Baroon Pocket,
where he farmed for some years. Later he moved to Montville and
for some years carried on fruit growing and farming. After selling
most of his property, he retired with his wife to Caloundra. Mr. Tom
Hayes, who still farms part of the old property, is the son of the
deceased.

... but this is only a small part of his life.
Arthur’s parents migrated to Australia
travelling on the RMS Durham, the first steam
powered ship to bring mail and migrants to
Queensland. It was also the first ship to travel to
Queensland by way of Torres Strait2. The family
landed at Rockhampton on 17 December 1881
and then moved to Bundaberg where his father
worked as a sawyer and where Arthur was born in 1885.
Arthur was the youngest of the family and had three older
sisters (Selina, Edith & Mildred) who were born in England. His
mother abandoned the family and returned to England when he was
quite young, possibly 4 or 5 years old. We don’t know just when3,
but his mother and Mildred appear in the 1891 UK census. Mildred
aged 12 years, returned to Australia in 1893.
Little is known of Arthur’s boyhood or youth. By the stories
he used to tell4, he must have been quite a lad. His sisters used to
hide his pants so he would not go wandering. Another thing he used
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to do was to go to the brass band concerts and sit in the front row and suck lemons.
Arthur’s sister Selina married Alf Collins who was a blacksmith at Crow’s Nest, Qld and
introduced him to the profession. He became a Blacksmith, Wheelwright and Farrier.
He married twice, first to Rose Paton. Arthur and Rose (1887 - 1912) were married on 12 July
1911 and had a daughter, Olive (18 August 1912 - 18 December 2004). Unfortunately, Rose died in
the Toowoomba General Hospital 3 months after Olive’s birth and is buried in the Toowoomba
Cemetery. When Rose was dying, Arthur was working at Yandilla Station which is on the road from
Toowoomba to Goondiwindi. When he got word of her impending death he rode all night to be with
her. On today’s highway it is over 70 km away. I don’t know whether he got back to her before she
passed away.
Arthur’s second marriage was to Alice Mary Raven who was born in Wyrallah, NSW on 27
January 1893 and died on 17 June 1981. We don’t know how or when Arthur met Alice but they
were married on 18 September 1915 at The Manse, Edgar Street, East Brisbane. Their marriage
certificate shows they were both living at Landsborough and Arthur was a Blacksmith and Alice was
‘living at home’.

In 1916, they were at Mapleton5 and Arthur had this Blacksmith and Wheelwright shop. A
daughter named Ellen Jean was born on 7 July 1916 and died of Whooping Cough and Bronchitis,
aged just 3 months. She is buried in the local
cemetery.
My mother6 remembered being told
of when her father had business in Brisbane
(such as buying steel for his blacksmith shop)
he would travel by train and when he
returned, walk the 10 kilometres or so from
Nambour Railway Station up the steep
Blackall range to Mapleton, getting home
very late at night.
It was probably 1920 when they
bought the property on the western side of
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the then unmade road from Maleny to Montville. The site overlooks
Obi Obi creek. Arthur apparently split the timber slabs and built their
first two-room home on the property at weekends. Mum thought
that Arch Luke was a big help to Arthur at this time7. They moved
there in 1922.
In 1920 Arthur applied to the Maroochy Shire Council to
erect a gate at the top of the Landers Chute Road. This notice8 was
published in the Nambour Chronicle newspaper. Lander’s Chute
Road (now Landershute Road) runs down the eastern slope of the
Great Dividing Range but in 1920 there must have been an extension
that ran down the western side of the Maleny to Montville Road to
the Baroon Pocket of the Obi Obi creek which was at the western
boundary of their farm. It may well have been the entrance-way to
the property that they bought.
These photos of the original two-room slab house were taken in 1926. The family on the
steps of the original house are Bertha, Edith (my mother) and Norma with their pets and Tom at the
front. Alice and Arthur are at the back.
LICENSED GATE.
I, ARTHUR HAYES, owner of Portion 221, Parish of Maleny. hereby give
notice that it is my intention to make application to the Maroochy Shire Council for
permission to erect a licensed gate on the top end of the Lander's Chute road that runs
down into Baroon Pocket.
(Signed) A. HAYES.

Mum always told us “He had a blacksmith
shop in Maleny”. In 1921, the Nambour Chronicle9
reported a decision of the Landsborough Shire Council
which was in response to an application from Arthur:
From A. Hayes seeking consent to transfer of
lease of blacksmith shop site, Maleny, to M. Barr.
Cr. Leading said the rent was absurdly low, but he
would move to give consent, because the lease
was nearly spent.
Cr. Fleming seconded.
Carried.

The location of the site in Maleny is not
known. I wonder if this is the building ???
When the family lived on the farm10, times were very hard as there were two very severe
droughts in just a few years. These took a heavy toll on the few cattle they had and also the crops they
grew. They were never wealthy. Mum sometimes told us how poor they were when they were on
the farm. There were times when there was absolutely no money in the house. For example, she
said Grandma had written a letter to her mother and needed one penny to buy a stamp, but there
was no money.
The next move seems to have been to Eudlo as evidenced by a column11 in the Nambour
Chronicle in 1923:
EUDLO
Moving Forward
A blacksmith shop has been built and is run by a Mr. Hayes, well known in the Maleny and
Landsborough districts and especially for good reliable workmanship.

Nothing more is known about their time in Eudlo.
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Arthur’s chest suffered from the dust and smoke created by burning coal in the forge and he had to
leave blacksmithing. There is a family story that when they lived on the farm, Uncle Tom was
working on his car or truck and
needed a spanner of a size that he
did not have. Grandad still had his
forge and tools so he made a
spanner that fitted. Another story
is when Grandma gave the wheels
off her old laundry trolley to
grandson Peter12 for his billycart.
He had to remove them and found
that all of the nuts were rusted on
the bolts so Grandma told him to
soak them in Kero13 – that’s what
Grandad did with anything rusty.
She then went on to say if he was
still alive he would have built him a
billy cart to last a lifetime!!
Most of the children had jobs to do on the farm as their father’s illness became worse. He
suffered a lot of discomfort from Paget's disease (enlarged or misshapen bones). He seemed to have a
very big skull, which I did not realise may have been caused by the Paget’s disease.

As the family grew older and things were better on the farm, Arthur built a better house near
the road. The timber for this house was brought along from Balmoral by George Trail on a bullock
wagon as Arthur had demolished an old house and put the timber in stacks by the track to be picked up
by the bullock teams as they came by. Arthur then set about building this house which his wife, Alice
said was quite comfortable for them.
In the above photo the house and shed are in the distance, shielded from the cold westerly
winds by a hedge of Privet Trees. The access to the house from the road is visible too.
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Mum said “We all attended the Lander's Shoot State School14 about two and a half miles down
the range towards Eudlo. It was a fast trip down in the mornings but a very hot and tiring journey
walking home in the hot summer afternoons, uphill all the way and very steep. There were about
twenty five pupils attending the school most of the time with one teacher.”
In the 1930s, cream from the dairy was taken three times a week to Eudlo, five miles away,
to be railed to the Caboolture Butter Factory. Mum told us many times that one job she did when
she was a girl was to carry the cream from the dairy down the range to Eudlo Railway Station. She
rode a horse and the cream can (which was not one of the large ones) was suspended from her
saddle. She also did shopping for her mother while she was there and if there was one penny left,
she was allowed to buy an apple. Even though the Maleny Butter Factory opened in 1908, the Hayes
family sent their cream to Caboolture by train probably because in those early days there was no
carrier who would collect the milk and cream cans from the little roadside shed at the farm gate and
take it to Maleny.
The milking shed on their dairy was located down by the Obi Obi creek. Access to it was
along narrow cow-pads that went down the steep slope from the house. When I walked down there
in the late 1940s, the cow-pad on which I walked was deeply eroded by years of dairy cattle walking
up and down this same track. It seemed so deep that the adjacent ground surface on the high side
was above my knees. The dairy building was quite small with only four or five bails and a room at
the northern end for the hand operated cream separator. The yard that held the cows before
milking was paved with rounded river stones and was very muddy when I was there.
Their home was plain, certainly not owned and maintained by a wealthy family but met their
family needs. One memory of the site from the early 1950s was a huge pile of discarded Everready
batteries in a gully next to the house. They were probably used for radios. In those early days there
was no 240v electricity to the site.
After the children had grown and left home Arthur and Alice sold the farm and retired to
Caloundra for a few years and then Brighton in Brisbane. When we visited them at Brighton, I recall that
when Grandad stood, he would cross his legs at the ankles because his legs were so bowed. Grandad
was a quietly spoken man, never yelling, shouting or acting aggressively. He was not one who gave
directions to others. He was not a tall man nor heavily built. He had hearing aids15 in both ears and
the box containing the amplifier and batteries was the size of a large cigarette case which he clipped
to his belt. The hearing aid apparently caused some friction as Alice thought he used to turn it off so
he couldn't hear her. Grandad is remembered16 as a thorough gentleman. Grandma commented
numerous times that17 “Arthur was a good husband”.
In 1958, Grandfather Hayes lived with us at our Kiel Mountain Road, pineapple farm for a
few weeks before he went into the Nambour Hospital where he died. One day, as he lay in his bed,
he gave me this advice:
“Stay at school as long as you can. Education is no burden to carry.”
I did. I finished High School and eventually three University degrees. Another thing he said
to me was to read George Orwell’s classic novel ‘Nineteen Eighty Four’ and Edward Bellamy’s novel
‘Looking Backward’. The latter was set in 1887 and forecast events which take place in the year
2000. He knew he would not live to see if things happened as forecast in the stories, but I would. I
have read them both and neither turned out the way the authors forecast!18
In 2014 there was a re-union of Hayes grandchildren at Tesch Park, Maleny. After greetings
and reminiscences about Grandad and Grandma Hayes, we drove on towards Montville pausing at
the old farm site.
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This photo was taken from a similar location to the Black & White photo taken in the 1950s.
It shows how the vegetation has changed. The Privet Trees at the western side of the old house
have spread and there are numerous outcrops of Privet across the site. Nothing remains of the
house except the levelled site and the access track from the road to the house site which may well
have been the original track to Baroon Pocket used by the timber getters. When the timber getters
were working down in the Baroon Pocket, the timber would be brought up from the pocket by
teams of bullocks19. The teamsters were George Trail and Dave Hankinson from Maleny and Jack
and George Lander20 from Eudlo. The Landers would ‘snig’ the logs to the top of the range, then
manoeuvre them to the eastern brink of the range and push them over to start rolling to the bottom
of the range many hundreds of metres below. From there they were loaded on to the bullock
wagons and taken to the Eudlo saw mill. This was how this spot was later named "Lander's Shoot"
although the original spelling would have been “Lander’s Chute”. The Trails and Hankinsons also
loaded the logs onto bullock wagons but they took their loads along the top of the range to Maleny.
This photo was taken in the late 1920s with their new (?) Whippet car. At the back: Arthur,
Bertha, Alice and Tom. At the front: Edith and Norma.
These notes attempt to portray something
of a very ordinary family. They were not prominent
in local community groups nor were they wealthy
land owners. Arthur apparently had a reputation as
an outstanding Farrier when he was blacksmithing.
They did what they could to raise their
children and give them a start in life.
Today, Arthur and Alice Hayes rest together,
forever, in Lutwyche Cemetery21, Brisbane.
Contributed by: Tom Haupt.
Grandson of Arthur and Alice Hayes.
Son of Dossie (Edith Hayes) and Bill Haupt.
2017.
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