
APRIL  JOYCE  SMITH 

Known as ‘Joyce’ 

Joyce was born on 1 April, 1921 in Nambour. Her Parents, Walter & Eveline (Butt) Smith named 
her April Joyce and she became known as ‘Joyce’. She had an older Brother, Stan, and 2 younger 
Brothers, Edward & Ross.  

When Joyce was very young, the family moved from 
Nambour, where her Father was a cane cutter, to 
Maleny. She remembers they share farmed on Gerald 
Thomasson’s farm on Mountain View Road. Her Dad 
worked for the Landsborough Shire Council, 
maintaining roads. They spent a short time on another 
farm at the foot of the Conondale Range, before  

purchasing 7 acres at Elamon 
Creek, where they lived from 
1939 till Joyce left in 1971, 
and the property was sold. 
Joyce attended school in Witta 
and Conondale until she left to 
care for her sick Mother, until 
she passed in 1960. Following 
her Mother’s death, Joyce 
went to Gympie in the Winter 
and lived with the Gauld 
Family, whilst picking beans.  
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This went on for about 2 or 3 years. During her life, Joyce made ends meet for the Family, by 
knitting and crocheting for McWhirter’s in Fortitude Valley and also many other Boutique shops 
in the City. She would come down on the Cream truck to Landsborough, and then on the train to 
the city to check what the next knitting or crocheting job would be. It was a very long day. She 
made many items for Babies, Children and Ladies wear, with some of her Creations winning  
many awards. Some have been photographed in papers, with Model’s wearing them. This was a 
hobby that she cherished and was done by the light of the kerosene lamp, at times, without her 
Father knowing. Not long after her Mother passed, her Father became sick, so Joyce looked 
after him until he needed further care. He passed away in 1968.  

Joyce was close to 50 and had devoted her life to looking after her parents, so it was her time 
to head to the Big City!! It took 2 years to sell the property and she worked at Buderim packing 
eggs. When she went to Brisbane she was fortunate to have her first real job at Myers, 
Chermside, which was a newly opened Shopping Centre. She worked in the Milk Bar and became 
in charge. After 10 years and during that time, had her Drivers’ Licence, purchased her first car, 
and had done some wonderful trips, including North America, The Red Centre, New Zealand, 
Hawaii over to the West and also up to the Whitsundays. She loved to travel and her Friend, Vi, 
was a fellow traveller. After leaving Myers, Joyce worked at the Night Owl Diner at Lutwyche for 
3 years, with the business changing hands many times and then she was out of work, but in that 
time, she applied for a position in the kitchen at Garden Settlement Retirement Village at 
Chermside, and got it. She loved the work and for a while, she had 2 jobs – at the Night Owl and 
also at Garden Settlement. She left when she was 67, when the administrators decided some of 
the patients were younger than Joyce. Joyce was devastated but applied for the Pension and 
got it immediately.  

Before leaving Garden Settlement Retirement Village at Chermside, she met Bernie Malone and 
Joyce continues  - 
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“I first met Bernie in 1987 when some work friends used to go to a dance every Saturday night 
and enjoyed themselves. One night we changed and went to Kedron-Wavell Services Club and it 
was there that I met Bernie, through mutual friends. We were soon going to dances together.  

Bernie lived for his family and was always helping them. Whether it was home moving, garden 
fencing,  painting, laying tiles and even Grandchildren minding. He was there! Bernie suffered a 
heart attack and was ill, so I cared for him at my unit until he was well enough to go back to his 
home at Zillmere, so I moved there to care for him. We had about five years together and we 
were very happy. We had gardens of flowers and vegetables, which were used for chutney and 
pickles and when the Family came to visit, for weekends or barbecues or birthday celebrations 
and Christmas, it was always a happy time. We loved cooking Christmas Dinner for his Family 
and there was always a bottle of chutney or pickles to go home with them or any visitors who 
dropped in.  

When Bernie became ill, my world fell apart and sadly he passed away on 10th Feb 1999, aged 
79 years.” 

Joyce moved into a unit in Chermside and 
she loved being close to the Shopping 
Centre, which was her favourite 
destination. She was involved in a Walking 
Group, Senior Citizens and Wavell Services 
Club and Burnie Brae and became a very 
busy Senior Citizen. The units sold so 
Joyce moved in with her Niece, Allison and 
her Family, at Bald Hills. The family later 
shifted to Murrumba Downs but Joyce 
missed living at Chermside, so she applied 
for a unit at Kedron Wavell RSL Club and 
moved in May 2012.   

She spent 4 years living in the unit and 
late in 2016, her family noticed that she 
needed more care and she was moved into 
Wheller Gardens at Chermside, the very 
Home where she worked 30 years 
previously. 

With 8 Nieces and Nephews and their Families, there is always something happening and places 
to be taken. Phone calls from the Family & Friends have meant a lot to her. She likes to know 
what is happening within the Family.  

In 2017, Joyce celebrated her 96th Birthday with Family and Friends at the Home. 
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